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Mr. George :
raoney, did he ?

Mr. FOLEY : I do not know where the
money came from, and whether he had
it or not the money was put up by Coy.
All this, however, is beside the question.
What I wish to say in conclusion is that
the Minister for Mines is bringing mining
questions before the House during the
present session and it is his intention
also to deal with the matter of pulmonary
diseases in miners—a question which is
going to be one of the most urgent the
State will have to deal with. There is
not in any other industry in this State or
in any other State such a high death-
rate as in the mining industry. Thers
is no other disease which carries off
such a great number of men at a useful
age as is the cese in the mining industry,
and we find that something will have
to be done, and 1 believe that the present
Mindster for Mines and members, before the
session closes, will do something to relieve
not only these who are affected by
working on the mines, but the wives and
families of those who have died at an
age, which should have been the best
period of their lives. When the matter
does come forward T trust that members
will discuss it, forgetting on which side
of the House they are sitting, and will
deal with it only from the one view-
point—that Western Australia at the
present time is losing some of her best
and brightest men by a disease which
can be prevented if the State will only
take the necessary action.

Coy did not have much

On motion by Ar. Thomas debate
adjourned.

House adjourned at 10-7 p.m.

241
TLegistative Qouncil,
Wednesday, 10th July, 1912.

PAGE

Papers presented 241

Address.in.reply, ﬁftl.ludu.y,'ﬁlment‘l‘r.nenﬁ‘ - 241

The PRESIDEXT took the Chair at
4.30 pm. and read prayers,

PAPERS PRESENTED,
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Countinuation Schools and the question of
compulsory attendance, (b) Report upon
edueational organisation, (e¢) Amendments
to regulations,

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Fifth Day— Amendment.

Debate resumed from the previous day
oh the motion for the adoption of the
Address-in-reply and on the amendment
by the Houn, M. L. Moss—“That all the
words after ‘Sovereign’ be struck ont with
a view of inserting the following words:
‘and to protest against the expenditure
incurred by your Excellency’s Ministers
without an Aect of appropriation, saeh
procedure being derogatory to the privi-
leges of Parliament and subvevsive of the
Constitution, while in addition thereto the
proposal contained in your Txecelleney's
Speech, implying that a ratification by
the Legislalive Assembly of such wn-
authorised expenditure is sufficient in law,
ignores the constitutional rights of the
Legislative Couneil.?”

Hon. J. . CONNOLLY (North-East);
Iu eompany with the members who have
already spoken I wish to extend a welcome
to the new members of the House. If
one is to judge by their frst utterances I
think we have received some very praise-
worthy additions in these new members.
1V¥hile congratulating and extending a
weleome to those new members we musi
not altogether lose sight of the old mem-
bers who are no longer with us. I refer
particularly to Captain Laurie, who was
a very useful member of the House for
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a uumber of years. T regret that his
business takes his attention so much that
he can no longer spare any of his valu-
able time to continue as a member of the
House. 1 am also very pleased io see

old members returned, some of whom
have come through a very strenn-
ous campaign, as for instance, M.

Sommers, Mr. Cullen, and others who
have been with us so long; I am pleased
to see them back again, for their experi-
ence is worth a great deal to the country.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: Then ilhere are
Sir Winthrop Hackett and Mr. Connor.

‘Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY : I am not for-
getting Mr. Connor and Sir Winthrop
Hackett, but I specially referred to Mr.
Sommers and Mr. Cullen as they have
eome from the battle with shining colowrs,
whereas Sir Winthrop Hackeltt and My,
Conmer were veturned unopposed. We
have before us a very long Speech. In
looking at it T find

The PRESIDENT: The question is
more particularly the amendment.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: Quite so; I
am ecoming to that. In looking at the
Speech to which this amendment relates
oie is struck by its length, and by the
idea that it has been sought to make the
Speech even longer than is necessary.
Take the paragraph referring to mining:
it makes mention of new goldfields which
have been opened up at Ora Banda and
Mount Jackson. It is news to me that
new fields have been opened up atl these
places, becanse I was on the Easiern
Goldfields before Kalgoorlie was discov-
ered and, if my recollection serves me
aright, Mount Jackson was discoveréd be-
fore Hannans or Kalgoorlie. And I have
a lively recollection that as Minister for
Mines my old ecolleague, Mr. Gregory,
was nursing Ora Banda for the last ten
or twelve vears. So it will be seen thai
is wot a very wonderful discovery the
Ministry have made in finding out that
Ora Banda and Mount Jackson exist.

Hon, R. T. McKenzie: Ora Banda is
as old as Kalgoorlie.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY : Yes.

Hon. J. W, Kirwan: They have heen
re-diseovered.

2 [COUNCIL.]

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY : No doubt the
bon. member counld re-disecover a lot if
he went sufficiently about the goldfields.
TWhen the present Government c¢ame into
power we heard a great deal of what they
intended to do for mining. They have
been i office for some nine months now,
and as one with eonsiderable interests on
the goldfields and representing a mining
provinee, I must say that I am extremely
disappointed at the very little that has
been done, and the apparently litlle
thought given to the goldfields. Of my
late colleague, Ar. Gregory, it was said
at the time that he could have done a
great deal more for tlie goldfields. 1 re-
member Mr. Moss, myself, and others
agrecing in our speeches that if M.
Collier, the present Minister for Mines,
could do anything more than had been
done in the past to help the goldfields we
wonld readily assist him, bat that we
failed to see what more could be done
than had been done by Mr. Gregory. That
truth, it would seem, has come home to
the Government, because after nine
months in office nothing new has been
done to assist the goldmining industry.
We come now to another part of the
Speech, and if it were not so serious a
matier I would say it was rather amusing.
The parvagraph I refer to reads thus—

There is reason for congratulation in
that difficulties which have convulsed
other communities have heen overcome
during my Advisers’ term of office in
this State without serious disorganisa-
tion ot injury to the component parts
of the eommunity.

That is rather startling, because we were
not aware that this indusitrial peace did
exist here. The Speech goes on to say—
You will be asked to agnin consider a
Bill providing for a eourt of industrial
arhitration free from legal technieali-
ties and difficulties of procedure.
If that first paragraph is right, where is
the need for the second one; for, if in-
dustrial peace reigns under the existing
legislation, why is it necessary to enact
further legislation in the same direction
in order to insure industrial peace? But
we know that such is not the ease. In-
dusirial peace has not reigned here in any



{10 Jery, 1912.]

greater degree than it has in any other
State, notwithstanding anything contained
in ihe Speech. Now, if the Honorary
Minister will bring down a Bill which in
a reasonable way will make provision for
both sides obeying the awards of the
court he will do sometling which will
bhave the support of every member of the
House. The present Arbitration Aect is
simply flouted when it snits one side to
flout it. That has been the case during
the period under review in the Speech.
Mr. Cornell, in speaking the other even-
ing, referrved o the Brisbane strike, and
to fhe eriticisms that bad been levelled at
the Federal Government for not sending
the militia to Brisbane when asked by
the Premier of Queensland to do so in
the interests of law and order. Mr.
Cornell asserted there was no need for
the troops to he sent there. 1 went to
Brisbane shortly after the strike, and 1
now know there was every need to send
the militia to that city to preserve law
and order. The militia were not requisi-
tioned to create bloodshed. Let me say I
have never known an instance in Awus-
tralia wheve bloodshed has ensued on the
milifia heing ealled ont; indeed quite the
opposite has obtained. It wa= to prevent
hlaodshed that the militia were asked for.
There would have been very serious conse-
quences indeed in Brisbane if a number
of citizens had not risen to the oceasion
and acted as special constables to pre-
serve law and order. There was a reign
of terror existing in the place, and the
situation was only saved by those bun-
dreds of men who volunteered to serve as
special constables. The state of things
in Brishane was this: they declared a
general strike, and even a loaf of bread
conld not be supplied to the public and
other hospitals without an order from the
Trades Hall. This was the position which
had been reached when the troops were
asked for. 1 was shown a place where a
little bakery had to be surrounded by
special constables in order that the baker
might be aliowed to bake his bread while
the people waited around to fake it
straight from the oven to feed their fami-
lies. Yet we are fold there was no need
for the military, and indeed it was in-
sisted upon by Senator Pearce, the Min-
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ister for Defence, that there was no
oceasion to eall out the military over the
upsetting of a few pots of beer. That
sarue gentleman, the Minister for Defence,
and indeed other Ministers, seem to
have a very erronecus idea as to the
duty of o Minister of the Crown. When
speaking here on this very question of
strikes in Maveh last Senator Pearce said.
“Mr. Denbam sent to our Govermment
for troops to preserve law and order, but
we knew Mr. Denham and his erowd,
and we did nobt send troops. Yon trades
unionists have put us where we are. Why
should we send out the troops against yon
in an industrial trouble. In my opinion
there never was any need for the troops
to he sent to Brisbane, and in my opinion
there never will be a time when it is ne-
cessary to send troops out in an indnstrial
trouble.”” That is how the Minister for
Defence spoke here in Perth, If that
1§ not inciting men to vielenee during the
course of an industrial trouble, I do not
know what is, and it is elear that the
Fisher Government will not take any
action to preserve law and order during

a strike. Again I say if there is
an  Arbitvation Act introduced that
will control both sides, then it “will

have my hearty support, and, I wven-
ture to say, the hearty support of a
majority of the members of this House,
but we do not want a repetition of the
present Act. In speaking to the amend-
ment moved by the hon. member, Mr.
Moss, it is needless to say it will have my
hearty support. I do not see how any
member of this House, any self-respecting
member, any member whe has the interest
of this House at heart, can do other than
vote for that necessary amendment. I
will go further and say that every mem-
her of this House who has the principle
of constitutional Government at heart, and
who believes that Parliament, and Par-
liamenti only, should control the country,
and nol the Execntive, should vote for
that amendment. Now the Covernment
by their action have set the Executive over
Parliament. They have gone against
prineiples regarding which we have heard
a great deal from them, prineiples which
have been seeured and maintained only
after a great amount of tronble and blood-
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shed—those of Responsible Government.
They seek to bhand the government over
to the Executive above the head of Par-
linmeni. TIn that respect there is a matter
I should like to mention, and that is the
answer given by the leader of the House
to Mr. Moss, concerning the Savings Bank
accounts. I think it is due to this House,
when an hon. member asks for certain
informatien on such a guestion of admini-
stration, that that information should be
readily given, It is one of the privileges
of this House that that information should
be readily given, but what do we find?
The Government are sitting down deing
nothing. They may be doing worse than
nothing. For all we know, they are play-
ing into the bands of the Federal Gov-
ernment, and handing over these four
millions of money which are now con-
tained in the Savings Buank, and which
are so essential to the well-being of the
State. The hon, member asked the leader
of the House a question nine months ago
as to what was the intention in regard Lo
earrying on the Savings Bank, It was
a very proper question, I consider, in view
of what we have seen in the papers re-
eently vegarding what 1s being done in
New South Wales and Vietoria.  The
answer given to Mr. Moss by the leader
of the Iiouse on that oeceasion was that
the matier was under consideration. That
was Inst session. Om one of the first days
of (his session the hon. member repeated
the question and received the same answer.
He was still told afier nine months that
the matter was under consideration. T
say the hon. member and the House are
being refused information to which they
are justly entitled. To say the least, it
is not very courteous on the part of the
leader of the House not te give the in-
formation asked for. Mr. Moss would be
quite justified in asking this House to
fake a very determined stand on a ques-
tion of that kind because there should
he no secrecy about the matter and no
reason why ihat information should not
have been readily given. Speaking on
this amendment, we have been told by pre-
vious speakers that it is the duty of the
leader of the House to defend the privi-
leges of the House. It mosi certainly
iz, 8o far as the Government is eon-
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cerned, he is the member of the Upper
House who sils in the Cabinet, and we
look to him as leader of this House to
protect our privileges. I regret very mueh
that he has failed in this direction on
the present occasion: otherwise that por-
tion of the speech referred to in the
amendment would never have gone inte
the speech. True, the Minisier may not
have noticed if; he has not said so. He
tried to defend it. and that defence, let
me say, was miserably weak., What did
that defence eomsist of? It simply con-
sisted of this: be said that the Treasurer
had an advance voted to him by Parlia-
ment of £250,000. Section 1 of the Ap-
propriation Act reads—

There shall and may be issued and
applied for or towards making good
the supply granted to His Majesty for
the services of the ycar ending 30th
day of June, 1911, the following sums,
that is to say: from the Consolidated
Revenue Tund the sum of £1,673,377,
on account of the Tistimates passed by
Parliament, and £250,000 for advances
to the Treasurer.

Now the hon. member says this £250,000
was granted and was an open cheque for
one-quarter of a million, and so long as
the Government restrict their expenditure
to that quarter of a wmillion, they are on
legal grounds. In other words, the Mini-
ster’s defence is that we gave the Trea-
surer a cheque for £250,000, and so long
as he restriets his expenditure to this
amount he is on legal grounds. Acecording
to that hine of reasoning, the Treasurer
could deal it out to the Trades Hall in
grealer amounts than he bas, and could
deal it out in any way he thought right.
The Minister must know that that Trea-
surer’s advanece is necessary. It is in
every set of estimates that has been passed
in this and in every other country. Tt
is necessary hecause it is impossible to
say 12 months ahead whether some of
the votes will not be exceeded; but it does
not require any telling on my part—hon.
members know full well—that this is
simply to eover any excesses that may he
neeessary. It most cerfainly is not to
cover some unauthorised expenditure on
some work. the principle of which has
never heen authorised. That defence, as
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1 said, is miserably weak, and I do not
think the leader of the House could have
been serions when he put it forth. An-
other reason in defence given by the hon.
member against this amendment was that
there was nothing unusual about buying
ihe steamers, and that former Govern-
ments had embarked on similar things
in the past. He nstanced a butcher’s
shop at Roftnest, a bakery at Rottnest,
and the aborigine stalion al Kimberley.
1 think most of the hon. members have
some knowledge of Roltnest. It is now
open as a pleasnre resort, but a little time
awo it was a penal settlement, People
from time io time had received permits
to go there, and in order to oblige them
the Gaols Department supplied them with
mutton go that they rould go camping or
iishing, and they were supplied with bread
in the same way. Is it a reasonable thing
to say that the Government established a
butchery and bakery, simply because they
sold to some tourists from the Prisons De-
pariment some bread and meat. T think
the hon. member might have put his
tongue in his cheek when he said that.
Of course the hon. member must be loyal
to his collengnes, He ecannot come
here nand condemn their policy, and
the only conclusion we can come
to is that he was hard pressed
when he put forth such a  defence
as he has to the amendment. Now coming
to the aborigine station that he said was
puarchased by the Governmeni without
aunthority, the Minister stated that it was
charged to the Treasurer’s advance as an
exeess on the aborigines’ vote. I admit
that statement is true up to that point.
It was purchased in the recess, and it
was charged in the Treasurer’s advance
as an excess ¢h the aborigines’ vote, but
that station was puorchased, not for the
purpose of {rading, bat for the purpose
of feeding the aborigines. Now the sys-
tem that was in foree prior to this was
that eattle were bought from squatters in
the north-west and fed to the aborigines,
hut there was something mote than that.
For a number of years the admmistration
in the Police and Gaols Department in
the north-west of this State had eost enor-
mons sums of meney, principally through
the aborigines. There was a system in
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foree whieh allowed the police to supply
indigent -natives, and also prisoners, with
their own provisions, and charge the
department for them. That system I
pat an end to. I also came to
the conclusion that it was a farce to
imprison these natives for spearing eat-
tle. Tnstead of that I proposed, and it
was endorsed by the Government, to buy
a station, not for the purpose of trading,
but for the purpose of feeding the aborig-
ines; instead of buying one beast at a
time, we purchased the station.

The Colonial Seeretary: Did nok yon
trade?

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: No, I will
come to that directly. We purchased the
station for the dwal purpose of feeding
them and for the betterment of the aborig-
ines. After several years’ experience I be-
came convinced that erowding the gaols in
the north-west was not reducing érime in
the way of cattle spearing on the part of
aborigines one iota, and I put a stop to
the wholesale imprisonment of natives. Tt
occnrred to me that if they were given
their own home, allowed plenty of meat,
allowed to come and go when they liked,
they would not then spear the cattle be-
longing to owners np there. It had this
result, that it reduced the gaol vote (I
am speaking from memory) by about
£4000 a year. Speaking from memory
again, the police vote in the beginning of
my term of office was about £125,000 per
annam. The year before I left T had re-
duced that to £115,000, and besides that
the police had received increased pay, and
allowances amounting to some £3,000.
Notwithstanding that increase, there was
a decrease in the police vote of £0,000,
and a decrease in the gaols vote of £4,000,
not entirely but very largely bronght
ahout by the altered system of treating
the natives in the North-West, and the
establishment of these stations was prinei-
pally responsible for it.

Hon. F. Connor: Was the equipment
of the force affected?

Hon. J. D, CONNOLLY: Not af all,
and it prevented trading on the part of
police constables, who were making for-
tunes at times, at the expense of the coun-
try, and also prevented the unnecessary
imprisonment of aborigines. It was also
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an extension of the Aborigines Depart-
ment, simply the establishment of a depdt
to feed them, and the buying of a station
in one fell swoop, instead of buying a
few head of eattle at a time, This sta-
tion is ealled Moola Bulla, whieh signifies
in the native voeabulary “Meat plenty.”
The leader of the House asked by way of
inlerjection a little while back whether
we traded; we did trede to this extent,
that the station was hought on a bang-
tail muster, the stock being paid for ac
the rate of 29s. 9d. per head, the calves
being given in, and the working horses
and plant also. 1t was bouglt very
eheaply, and in going through the papers,
for the purpose of reading the different
reports, [ came to the coneclusion that
there were more cattle in Kimberley than
there was a demand for in the markets.
This property consisted of three small
stations, with 12,000 head of eattle, and
they had not sold a beast for fowr or
five years; consequently there was an ae-
cumulation of some 800 fat bullocks, and
as these bullocks, because they were get-
ting too old, eould not he used by the
natives, we chartered a ship and brought
down 500 and sold them in the market.
That was the extent of our trading; it
was simply to get vid of the surplus stock.
You might as well say, as the leader of
the House does to-day, that you authorise
expenditure for a lot of material say for
the gaols, and there is more than can be
used, and then if this material is sold ont-
side, as is often done, it must be regarded
as trading; it is simply getting rid of
surplus stock, and it is on all fours with
what we did at Kimberley. T do not
think in that, the leader of the House was
any more eonvineing than bhe was in re-
gurd to the £250,000 Treasurer's Advance,
and, in that respect, the leader of the
House complained bitterly that, while cer-
tain members who professed liberal opin-
ions stated that the Labour party sought
to make this a party House, the Liberals,
on their part, did not seek to do any-
thing of the kind, and the hon. member
inslanced his own electorate where he was
opposed by my late colleague. the late
Premier, Mr. Wilson, and added that on
no former oceasion was he ever opposed
when going up for re-election. T said. by
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way of interjection, and I repeat it now,
that 1 had a similapr experience. [ was
opposed by a Labour man.

Hon, R. G. Ardagh: You were not.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY : When it was
seen that the chances of that man, at
Mr. Ardogh’s end, were small, he was
not taken in hand so well, but, at the
other end, the members for Mt. Margaret
and Leonora assisted him in the election,
and I think therefore that I am justified
in saying that the candidale was sup-
ported by the Labour party.

Hou. J. E. Dodd (Honorary Minister):
He was not a Labour candidate.

Hon. J. . CONNOLLY : Whether le
was a Labour eandidate or not, he was
branded as such, ov at any rate he was
unofiieially a Labour eandidate; therefore,
I do pot think that the leader of the
House has any right to eomplain in that
direction. 1 have a lively recollection alsn
of My, Drew, a member of this House,
who joined a former Labour Government,
viz,, the Ddaglish Government. Mr., Drew
declared then that he was not a Labour
man, and he refused to agree io a lot of
the prineiples of that party, and he went
into that Ministry, as he was then, free
of the Labour party altogether. He served
a term in the Mivistry while it lasted, and
then continued as a member of this House,
and he went up for election shorily after;
he was elected as a non-Labour man, but,
before he came out for re-election, be
joined the Labour party by signing their
platform,

The Celoniul Secretary: Not at all,

Hon. J, D. CONNOLLY : If the
hon. member was opposed by the leader
of the Labaur pacty on the previous ocea-
sion, 1 think be had a good deal to he
thankful for that he was not opposed on
his re-election after baving joined
Ministry. If members of the Liberal party
acted in the same way as Mr. Drew did,
I venture to say they would be called some
severer names than those I have used to-
day in referving to Mr. Drew’s altitude.

Hon. J, E. Dodd (Honorary Minister) :
The Liberals never use such words.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: The leader
of the House, in replying to the amend-
ment. also spoke of the grant to Lhe
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Trades Hall and said that similar grants
had been made by former (Governments
not only in this but 1n the other States.
The hon. member must know that the
trades halls in the years to which he refers
were not political organisations as they are
to-day. I bave a recollection of not many
years ago when there were a great number
of unionists on the Pastern Goldfields and
the unions objected very strongly to their
funds being used for political purposes;
they were, they contended, trades unions
pure and simple; they did not want to
be pledged Labour supporters; but the
Trades Hall to-duy is a political labour
connecil,

Hon. J. E. Dodd (Honorary Minister) :
You are entirely erroneous there.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: I am nof,
and if my memory serves me ecorrectly
the hon. member some eight or nine years
ago agreed with these people who ob-
jected to their funds being used for politi-
eal purposes. There is all the difference
in the world between the trades unions
to which I have referred and the Trades
Hall of the present day; to-day it 1s a
political labour council, and it is just as
improper for the Government to grant
that body £1,000 and to buy their land
from them as it would be for the Gor-
ernment to make a grant to the Liberal
League, or any other political organisa-
tion.

Hon, M. L. Moss: The Premier does not
see anything wrong in making a grant to
the Liberal League.

Hon, J. . CONNOLLY : It is an ad-
mission then that it is a political league.
I do not agree that it is right that a grant
should be made to the Liberal League
any more than to the other. Then there
‘is another extragrdinary thing; the Trades
Hall hold some land in Hay-street, not a
quarter of a mile from here, which the
Government kindly said that they would
purchase at valuation. The Government
did not want the land because it is so
‘sitnated that it wonld be of no use, but,
if the land js worth the money, why did
not the Trades Hall sell it? Why did
fhe Government buy it at valuation? Tt
seems to we that it is only another way
of giving them money.
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Hon. J. E. Dodd {Honorary Minister) :
What eriticism would you have offered to
the Trades Hall if they had sold that
land in Hay-street?

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY : If they did
not want to build their Trades Hall there,
they would have been justified in selling
it and using the money for Trades Hali
purposes. Apparently, the land is not
worth the money that is going to be given
for it, otherwise they would have gone
into the open market and sold it. What
wag the object of getting the Government
to buy the land that the Trades Hall did
not want? ‘The Honorary Minister thinks
there would have been grave objection
raised if they had sold this land to a pri-
vate individual, but what does it matter
whetler they sell it to a private individual
or sell it to the Governmentd It is in
the same category as other matters which
have been referred {o; it is a grave abuse
of the power of the Exeentive in purchas-
ing land which is not wanted, in order to
suit the political Jabour council. We are
also told about the immense good that is
going (o he done with the soecialistic enter-
prises that are to be undertaken. We
were told by Mr. Davis that we would
have cheap bricks, which would be sold at
19s. Gd. per thousand.

Hon. ¥, Davis: T did not say that; I
never quoted figures,

Hon. E. McLarty: It was the mover
of the Address who made that statement.

Hon, R. G. Ardagh: I said 19s. 10d. in
New Sonth Wales.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: That is
rather an unfortunate admission for Mr.
Ardagh to make, because I have recently
been in Syduney, and while there 1 went
to the trouble of making inguiries. The
brickworks there have cost an immense
sum of money to date, and very few
bricks indeed have been turned out, and
those that have been turned out are of
very inferior quality. 1 remember see-
ing in (he Press that the Minister for
Works (Mr. Griftiths) complained that
someone mmust have gone to the kiln and
put something in it; some thief in the
night, perhaps, threw something in i,
and that probably aecounted for the heap
of useless brickbats which had been turned
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ouf, and which had cost the Government
thousands of pounds. The Government
in that State also established lime kilus,
and spent £8,000 in doing so, and up to
date they have produced one bag of lime,
and so will it be with all the socialistie
enterprises. The Government have no
right to enfer on these without the ap-
proval of Parliament, and I maintain we
will be thoroughly justified in passing this
amendment, even if it be beeause the
Government have decided to enter into
works without the approval of Parliament.
We found recently in South Australia
the Upper House refused supplies to allow
the Government to start a wood-yard; the
Government went (o the country, and we
know with what result. That probably
would he (he proper course fo take here.
However, the hon. member has elected
to lake a milder course, and as I said
before, 1 am quite willing to support him
in that. Now, we have the Government
going into the fish trade, and, as Mr.
Conner said, they have got to get the fish.
They are alse going to engage in the sup-
ply of milk, and I say that the nationali-
sation of the milk supply is a libel on the
pure foods legislation of this State. We
are told that the Government have taken
over the milk supply because they want
to ensure the supply of pure milk to the
people, but there is ample provision in
the Public Health Act, not only to ensure
the supply of pure milk, but also te en-
sure purity in every kind of food. There
is no better provision in any State in
Australaszia for the protection of lhe food
supplies than is econtained in that Act.
That is why Parlinment passed it. The
legislature gave all (he powers then
asked for by the Government of the day
for the protection of food, and full pro-
vision 1s made for a pure milk supply.
Yet, we find the Government nndertnking
this socialistic scheme of State milk carts
and fish carts. In that respeect, the Gov-
ernment and the parly {o whiel they bhe-
long treat the most important factor of
the whole thing in a very light and airy
fagshion. Where is the money to come
from for all these undertakings, to say
nothing at all of the absolutely wrong
principle of the thing? T was a member
of the last Government for five or six

[COUNGIL.]

years, and 1 very well rewember the stre-
nuous time we had year after year in
endeavouring o make the finaneces of the
State balance. We went into power at
a time when there was a big defivit, and
when, through the cessation of the sliding
scale, (here was a falling off iu our re-
venue from ecustoms duties, and we had
to do the nnvopular thing of imposing
taxation and cutting down expenses in
every deparimenl, Let me say that no
one realises the amount of work, and very
unpleaswat work at times, which such a
duty entails, unless thex have gone
through i1 as we had to do. TElowever,
after five vears of strenuous work. we
had the satisfaction during our last yesr
of olice of wiping off ihe acecumulated
deficit and leaving & small eredit balance,
about £13,000, at the end ¢f the finanectal
vear 1910-11. It is true that in the three
following months we went (o the had
slighily, but that cannot he regarded us
serions. heeause one ecannnl take much
notice of the result of one month w even
three months: they may be montbs in
which very little revenue comes in and the
expenditure is great. Tt is, therefore, not
fair to sav {hat we left a deficit. vel, the
Premier. when speaking vecently. said
that {lte present Governmeni had had io
meel debts amounting to £530.000 which
had been left by ns, and which should have
beeu charged to the preceding fnancial
year, Now, there is always a cerinin
amount of money which lins not heen
charged up when the yvear cluses, and
every year there is an amount brought
forward. This year the amount was es-
timated al £34000, hut it exceeded that
amount and went to £30,000. [t could
have been charged to the yenr 1910-11,
bul that vear had 1o carrye the amount
hronghi forward from (he preceding year,
and so on; so that the earcy-vver in une
year halanees the carry-over in another
year, but on this occasion the Auditor
General drew attention to the watter. That
is the whole history of the £30.000 ex-
penditure which the late Premier. Mr.
Wilson. is alleged to have hidden. There
was no hiding of ihe expenliture at all;
it was just the ordinary practice. Tn
regard to the cattle boats. I do not thinlk
it is neecessary for me to say much, I
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have already spoken on the prineiple in-
volved in the Government buying the
vessels without Parliamentary aunthority,
and T quite agree with Mr. Colebatch
that the Government have commenced at
the wrong end. They have bought the
boats and now they have commenced to
consider what they are going to do with
them. It has been amply proved hy Mr.
Connor, who we all vealise knows a good
deal about this subject, that the high cost
of meai is not eaused in bringing the
stock from Kimberley. We have it on
his aunthority that 3%4d. on the hoof is a
high price, that very often the price goes
down to 2%4d. and that it averages only
ahout 234d. We have also heard it from
the leader of the House that the average
cost is about 2%%4d. That seems to me a
bad admission from the point of view
of the Colonial Secretary, for he admits
that beef ean be, and is, landed here and
sold on the hook by the carcase at an
average price of 21%. per pound.

The Colonial Secretary: T did not say
it had been sold.

Hon. F. Connor: I say that it was sold
at that price yesterday.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY : The Colonial
Secretary said that the bullocks cost from
£3 5s. to £3 10s. in Kimberley, that the
cost of bringing (hem down is about £4,
making the value of the beasts at Fre-
mantle £7 5s. per head; the average weight
of a bullock is 650 pounds, and, deduct-
ing abattoir charges from the value of the
fifth quarter, the meat could be sold on
the hoofs at 2%d. per pound, aceording
to the Minister’s figures.

The Colonial Secvetary: No, I said they
should be sold and could be sold at that
price.

Hon, J. D. CONNOLLY: We have it
in the figures quoted by Mr. Connor that
heef is sold at 214d. per pound.

Hon. F. Davis; Who buys the eattle at
that price?

Hon. €. Sommers:
friends.

Hon, J. D. CONNOLLY: I am not
arguing that meat is not too dear, but
the admission of the leader of the House
and the figures quoted by Mr. Connor
prove that the Government rushed into

Some of your

249

this deal in an unbnsiness-like way; they
bought the boats and now they find that
the meat costs only 2%d. on the markets,
and that the boats are nof going to alter
prices very much except to the squatters,
who will be the only ones to benefit,

Hon. F. Comnor: My figures showerd
that for three years the average was 23/d.
per ponnd on the hoof.

Hon. J. D, CONNOLLY : There is not
mugh difference in the figures. The Colo-
nial Seeretary says that the meat ean be
sold for 2%d., and Mr, Connor shows
that it has averaged 234d. for three years.
The Government have gone into this mat-
ter without any thought at all. TUn-
doubtedly the proper comrse they should
bave taken was to bhave proceeded with
the freezing works. The present Gov-
ernment must know that the establishment
of freezing works and the bringing down
of chilled meat constituted the proper
system but, having blackguarded the late
Government for this proposal, they are
obliged now to turn to some other way
of dealing with the meat question. We
are told in the Speech that there are a
nomwber of rvailways to be built—the
Norseman-Esperance railway, the Mar-
gavet Hiver railway, the Bolgart exten-
sion, the Mount Marshall railway, the
Yillirninning - Kondinin  extension, and
others. It does seem a wasie of time that
the Government should be telling us these
lines ave to be built, and it is a greater
waste of time to bring forward Bills for
their construction. In the session before
last the late Government brought forward
and passed some GO0 miles of agricultural
railways, and I doubt whether many of
them have been even started wp to dale.
We bave heard the Minister for Works
inform a deputation that the Government
can only build 200 miles of railway per
annum by day labour, and that they will
do nothing except by day labour. Con-
sequently, we are restricted to the build-
ing of 200 wiles of railway a year. The
late Government left the present Minis-
ters with a legaey of 600 miles of railway
to buiid, and that represents three years’
work at the present rate of building. Par-
liament also passed a number of new rail-
ways last session, and now the Govern-
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ment propose to ask members fo pass a
further number. This js decidedly mis-
leading to the people. 1t would be n-
finitely fairer if the Government bad not
introduced these lines, becanse when they
inivednee a Bill for the construetion of
a line the people naturally suppose that
they are going to get it within twelve
months or some reasonable time; but,
according to the Minister for Works, not
one of the lines mentioned in the Gov-
ernor’s Speech can be touched for four
years at least. Yet we are asked to play
at the business of building railways by
passing a further number of new lines
this session. That bringa me to another
matter—the building of the trans-
eontinental vailway from Fremantle to
Kalgoortie, This seems to be, in the eyes
of the present Government, an extremely
urgent matter. We were told yesterday,
and I quite believe it, that this line will
probably cost from one to one and a-half
millions of money, and Mr. Connor esti-
mated the total expenditure involved in
the varions Government proposals atl
about £11,000,000, without allowing any-
thing for Esperance. Now I know, and
other members know, that there is no
great urgency for this line in the present
state of our finances. The sum of money
which it requires would build 700 miles
of agricultural railways, but by the build-
ing of this broad-gange line to Kalgoorlie
we will not open one wile of new country.
It will be built side by side with the exist-
ing railway. Probably for some yvears to
come we shall have not more than two ov
three trains per week running over it. T
remember that in Queensland they have
changed trains at the border, which is
only 250 wmiles from Brisbane, twice a
day for the last 30 years, and they have
changed frains three or four times a day
at Albury for a longer period than that.
Yet we are poing to rush into an expendi-
ture of £1,500,000 simply to save perhaps
an hour or two hours in a journey two
or three times z week, and to save a few
peopte from changing trains at Kal-
goorlie.

Hon, J. W. Kirwan: Was there not
some understanding between the late Gov-
ernment and the Commonwealth Govern-
ment?

[COUNCIL.]

Hon, J. D. CONNOLLY : I know of no
understanding. There was an understand-
ing before Federation that this Tgans-
continental railway would be the first
Federal work undertaken, but it was only
dragged from them at the point of Lhe
bayonet after twelve years. If there was
an understanding, of course it must be
carrvied ont.

The Colonial Secretary: Was there noé
an Act of Parliament?

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: There was
an Act of the Federal Parliament to build
a line from Port Augusta to Kalgoorlie.

The Celonial Secretary: But from Fre-
mantle?

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: Not at all.
There is another point. We hear
nething of the line being duplicated
from Port Augusta teo the point of
contact with the broad-gauge section
of the South Aunstralian railways, and
why should we undertake the broad-
gauge line from Fremantle to Kalgoorlie
until we have some assurance that South
Australia is going to do the same?

Hon. W. Patrick: They bave Lhree
gauges.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: That is se,
and nothing is said by the South Ausira-
lian people about altering their gauge to
make a nniform gange from Port Augusta
to Adelaide; yet we are going to rush
into this expenditure of £1,500,000
simply for the convenience of a few
dozens of people per week who might
have to change trains at Kalgoorlie.
If we look at it from a parochial point
of view we would be very much better
off by eompelling them fo change at Kal-
goorlie as they do at Albury, then they
would be forced fo look round and they
would find out that sueh a place as Tal-
goorlie exists whieh otherwise they would
not do if they passed it. Of ecourse if
there is a definite understanding most eer-
tainly it shonld be earried out, but T still
say there is o need to rush and build a
railway from Kalgoorlie to the eoast. In
our present state of finanees we should let
it wail until we ean do the necessary work
to give relief to the farmers who have
wone out in the belief that they are to
have railways. We should do this rather
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than go in for a huge expenditnre that will
serve such little purpose. Of course it
is very niee lo have this line, but it is
one of those luxuries thai can wait for
awhile. A good deal has been said in
connection with the purchase of the Perth
tramways. [ agree with Mr. Colebatch
when he says that the question of muni-
eipalisation versus nationalisation
been argued from the personnel of the
existing Perth City Counecil, and 1 agree
that this is beside the question. 1f muni-
cipalisation is the right thing the per-
sonnel of 1he TPerth City Council
should not be tauken into considera-
ton at all hecause we know that
it changes every year. However, at
the present moment possibly nationali-
sation would be better than municipalisa-
tion on these terms. T have no ohjection
to nationalisation in that respect at all,
but I do say that the rights the Perth
City Council now possess should be pre-
served, and T shall insist on it so far as
I am concerned. If the Government buy
from the Perth Tramway Company they
should not place the Perth City Couneil
in any worge position than if the com-
pany continned to own the trams. Cer-
tain concessions were given to the Perth
Tramway Cempany to lay down those
trams, in return for which the company
agreed to pay the Perth municipal coun-
eil three per cent. on the gross takings.
Now we are informed by the head of the
Government that for 15 years the 3 per
cent. will be paid to the Perth City Coun-
cil in leu of rvates, and, as far as the
sintement zoes. at the end of 15 years the
corporation iz to get nothing further;
but there was something further in the
agreement between the Perth Tramway
Company and the Perth City Council. It
was this, that at the end of 27 years from
now the trams were to beeome the pro-
perty of the municipality of Perth. The
pwmnieipalily was to pay nothing for them
with the exception of the cost of the
freehold land on which the car barn is
buijtt.  Otherwise the company’s property
was to be handed over free and in good
order to the counecil.  And at a less period
than 27 years the trams could be pur-
chased by the Perth City Council at a

stipulated price. I do not know whether
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it is the best to give the right to buy
or not at the end of 27 years, but some-
thing equivalent should be given to the
ratepayers of Perth. They should be
given the 3 per cent for ever, and some-
thing equivalent to the right of purchase
they have or their right to take over the
trams at the end of 27 years free of cost.
There is no objection to the nationalisa-
tion of the trams, but there is a decided
objection to the Government legislating
the P’erth City Couneil out of any of
their property, just as much objection as
there would be to a private buyer taking
something from the Perth Ciiy Couneil
without paying compensation. I nofice
it 18 proposed to introduce an amendment
to the Licansing Bill. I do not envy Lhe
leader of the House ar the Minister who
introduces the Bill in another place, be-
eanse I had some experience of a Licensing
Bill, and a tougher job I do not think I
ever tackled. However, I protest against
this principle of taking a consolidating
Bill before the ink is properly dry ou the
puaper and hringing it before the Fouse
to recast it again, The present Act is
fair aud equitable, but it has not had a
fair irial. I say it is fair because it is
a compromise, [{ was not the Bill intro-
duced to the House, and it certainly did
not suit the temperance people or the
publicans, After all, the teetotallers are
only a small portion of the commuuity,
though they seem te make a great deal
of noige: and the publicans are only a
small section too. Apparently as the Bill
did not please the teetotallers or the puh-
lieans it pleased the majority of lbhe peo-
ple, that is the public, which after all is
the section of the people who ought to be
most considered. People who use the
hoiels want the accommodation, and they
are the public generally. and apparently
they are quiet satisfied. If neither the
tectotallers ner the publicans are satisfied
it is a fair counelusiou that the Bill is an
equitable measure, vet we find before it
has been & year on the statute-book we
Liave a reference in the Governor's Speech
to tell us that it is to he brought down
for re-amendment and consolidation. T
notice there are a great numher of Bills
proposed. Some of them are necessary,

but in regavd to some I think it wilt
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be heaping legislation on the statute-
book unneeessarily. T notiee that there is
to be a consolidating Bill to amend the
law relating to ecompanies. That s a
measuare that is badly needed. I trust that
when it is brought down it will give par-
ticular attention to mining companies. I
would ask the leader of the House to look
up the different reports of Royal Commis-
sions of this partieular question. There
was one on which Mr. R. D. McKenzie,
Mr. Allen, of the School of Mines, and
Mr. Dowley sat. They were inquiring into
the Boulder Deep TLevels and Persever-
ance seandals. Tf the Government would
embody the recommendations of thdt
Royal Commission in the Companies Act,
they would do the State a greéat service.
‘We have heard a lot of the late Panl
Kruger; he was a very much maligned
man, but from the mining laws he passed
we can take a lesson. I recommend the
Transvaal company law so far as it re-
lates to mining companies to the present
Gavernment. Paul Kruger insisted that
the directors of mining companies should
live on the scene of operations. What
are directors? They are a board of gentle-
men who manage and direct the manage-
ment, and it is quite proper, if they are
not going to be dummies, or worse than
dummies, that they should reside on the
scene of operations, just as the director
or manager of a bank resides at the scene
of his operations. It was one of the
most unfortunate things that happened
to Western Australia that the Kruger law
relating to mining companies was not en-
acted in the early days of the goldfields
when our companies were formed.

Hon. J. F. Cullen: Where would you
have got the eapital from?

Hon. J. T). CONNOLLY: Where did
they get it in South Africa? At the time
when our mines were booming we wonld
have got it without doubt.

Hon. J. F. Cullen: Where was it eom-
ing from?

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY : Great Brit-
ain, TFrance, and other places. Why do
they puot capital into Mexieco and Burmah
and the South Ameriean republies?®

Hon. J. F. Cullen : Because they con-
trol it in Mexico.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: Very much,
if there is an insurrection ! Money will

‘eontrol operations,

[COUNCIL.]

go where the gold is, and we had the gold
at that iime. Just now we have gentle-
men sitting on beards of directors who
are dirvectors in no true sense of the word
at all. The majority of them hold a num-
ber of shares under eover, but probably
they do net Lold actual seript represent-
ing more than a hundred shares, yet they
Worse than that, it
has been proved over and over again, that
they rig the market, and the grossest
swindles have been perpetrated in that
way. Take the scandal the Perseverance
and Deep levels Commission sat on. We
were told by the management thal there
were 400,000 tons of orve i sight worth
over a million pounds. but three months
afterwards wlhen the Royal Commission
sal the manager said there were only
100,000 tous of vre in sight, though the ore
taken out in the meantime was a mere noth-
ing in eomparison with the 300,000 tons
difference between the two estimates.
What would be said of a hoard of ship-
ping directors who would calmly tell their
shareholders that they had 400 ships and
three months afterwards say, “No, we
have not 400; we have only 1007 I
think if the law was not strong enough
to put them in gaol it wounld be promptly
amended to do so. And that is the
position of the mining companies to-day.
Take another instance. TIf the diree-
tors wish to hecome possessed of a
mine, they simply give 30 days’ notice
that they are going to pass a  eer-
tain  resolution. T do not know,
point of fact. that they need give any
notiee at all, but in another 30 days
thev have to pass a confirmatory resalu-

tion. This has taken place over and over
again. You hold shares and see a cable

in the morning that there is a reconstrue-
tion scheme an. It is poassed by the board
at Home and you only get a cable about
it. Then there is a confirmatory meeting
in 30 days and the resolution is confirmed.
I know of an instance here of a eompany
of 100,000 shares whieh stood at Gs. The
company had £30,00¢ in hand and there
was no need for reconmstruetion. T am
speaking of the Hannans Star and Boul-
der Deeps amalgamation. There was no
need at all to reeconstruet, because they
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had £30,000 in hand, yet they passed a
resolution that they should reconsiruct
and turn the eompany into a 200,000
shares company and make a call of 4s
eagh per share, giving about one-third of
the amount away to a sharebroker for
guaranteeing the 4s. in cash, About
27,000 of the shares of the company were
held in Western Australia; and some of
the local shareholders objected to the
reconstruction, myselif among others, but
we were very much in the minority. The
eonfirming resolution was passed thirty
days afterwards. These shares that
stood at 6s., the next day were not worth
a snap of the fingers, and hundreds of
people dropped their shares although it
conld be shown they were worth 13s.
per shave. I protested and others pro-

tesied. Tt was no use. The pro-
cedure was this—the resolution was
passed against us. They had a majority
of shares under cover and eould
carry anything.  We held one-sixtieth
of the mine. We had to get the
mine valued and -to prove what one-

sixtieth of the mine was worth, so as
to claim our share, We did that. We
were told then that everything had to be
tried in London. We applied for a com-
mission to be sent out, so that the case
conld be tried in the eourts of London.
We were to go all the way to London
and take the valuator of the mine there,
It was not worth it. The same thing has
ocenrred over and over again. You could
not have got a fair understanding and a
fair inquiry at Home, becanse the very
judges sitiing on the benech would not
understand anything about mining, nor
would they understand anything of the
prospective value of the mine, or of the
“term Yore 1n sight,” The only way was to
try the case on the spot where everybody
i5 familiar with mining. These boards
of shareholders very often have not a
brass interest of their own in a mine. They
simply eontrol it. As I have said, if we
had the Kruger law in foree in this coun-
try these things could not happen. We
have boards of directors at Home draw-
ing their £3,000 and £4.000 each—T refer
to some of them—and this is paid them
for atiending meetings now and again, I
think it was in the Perseverance or the
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Associated that the statement which I
have made was denied; they said
that they only received £200 a year
as directors’ fees, but these diree-
tors receive 2s. un ounee for every ounce
turned out of the mine, so that their fees
really amounted in the instanee I have
aquoted to £2,000 or £3,000 a year.
That is the way mining is earried on by
the London boards. These beards should
be here on the spot. They shounld be com-
posed of men who can assist the manage-
ment, not be in London to rig the market
and assist the jobbers. I do not say that
the companies now in existence should
be made to have their divectors here, but
they should have one or two directors
here, not dummy directors such as we
have nnder the loeal share register, but
directors who could take the responsi-
bility and prevent the sort of thing that
I have mentioned oceurring. New mining
companies should have all loeal directors,
and then mining propositions would be
carried on in n legitimate way ns a min-
ing proposition and not as a share jobbing
propostion. All this accounts for eapital
not coming into this eountry, for invest-
ment in mines, now. How can we expect
a man to put capital into mining when
a man may wake up one morning, find a
resolution has heen passed to recon-
struet which may mean that his shares
are not worth a snap of the fingers.
I ask the Minister to look up the recom-
mendation of the commission to which I
have referred, and if that recommenda-
tion is embodied in the Companies Act it
will be of benefit to Western Australia.
I wish to make an explanation with re-
gard to my remarks on the Transcontinen-
tal railway, The mistake which T made is
excugable becanse during the session
1903-4 T was not here a great deal. TIn
passing the Bill in 1903 giving permis-
sion for the eonstrnetion of the Trans-
continental railway, provision was made
that if the railway was built by the Fedl-
eral Government from Port Aungusta to
Kalgoorlie within five years, that we
shonld build the railway from Kalgoorlie
to Fremantle. Buat that was in 1903, the
five years have passed, so that the under-
standing referred to by Mr. Kirwan does
not exist to-day. We promised that if
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the Transeontinental Railway was built
in five years, that is from 1903, we would
construct a broad-gauge line from Kal-
goorlie to Fremantle, but the Fedeval
Government did not earcy out their part
of the agreement so we ave frec from it
now,

Hon. J. ¥. Cullen: Exeept the moral
ohligation,

Hon. J. D, CONNOLLY: Of course
there is the moral obligation, which
is a very wide oblization. There was a
great deal of the moral obligation in re-
gard to the building of the railway by
the Federal Government, but I agree with
M. Cullen we should construet the line
at all costs. I have almost finished exeept
I wish to refer fo one or two matters left
ount of the Speech. It is a long Speech
and there is a great deal that should have
been included in it which is not. I wish
to refer to one important matter which I
took a great deal of interest in, and that
is the question of immigration. I think
a vigorons immigration policy is all-
important {0 a united Australia, and more
especially to Western Australia. If theve
is one thing to which I gave more atlen-
tion than another when I was in office, it
was the question of immigration, which
subject came under my control. I worked
on that policy very hard indeed becanse
I recognised the importanee of it to West-
ern Australin, We talk a great deal about
our defence; that the Japanese are going
to come here and that the Germans ave
going to come here. It is unreasonable
that we ean hold this vast country with
the few millions we have in Australia, and
we have only in Western Australia some
300,000 persons. It is unreasonable io
think thatl we can hold this country wilh
such a small population. We are only
inviting invasion in going on in the way
whieh we are doing. It is impossible; no
matter what amount of money we spend,
we cannof spend suflicient money in Aus-
tralia for defence to keep out an invasion,
especially with the few people which we
have here. We should all have to be
soldiers and that is an impossible proposi-
tion. The only thing iz to people the
country, We have a couniry which will

[COUNCIL.]

carry a vast population if it is given the
chance, and if the people coming into it
are allowed their freedom and to do as
they like we ean work out our own des-
tiny. Undoubiedly we conld do more for
the people of Western Australia by en-
eouraging a vigorous poliey of immigra-
tion than by the socialistic schemes of
fancy legislation in regard to Avbitration
Acts and so forth and making everyone
zood by Act of Parvliament. We have
such socialistic schemes (alked about as
milk earis and fish earts, and so forth,
whereas we could do more by encouraging
thousands of people to come here every
year. When the last Government took
oilice the position was not very hopeful.
There was a deficit and things did not
look too well. We were receiving about

200 people a year as immigrants; the Gov-

ernment  worked it up laboriously, ad-
vertised the State wherever they could;
they set up an agency in Meclbourne, they
set up agents wherever possible, with the
vesult that after five years, when we went
out of ofiice, 10,400 people a year were
coming here. T say without fear of con-
tradietion that if we had remained in
office, we shonld have easily had 20,000
people a year coming herve. The present
parly in power say that they are in
favour of immigration, but by their
actions and the conditions imposed they
are totally opposed to immigration, They
say in words that they ave in favour of
immigration, but in words only, their acts
are gpposed to immigration altogether.
We know in the past when rhat party got
the seeretary of the Metropolitan Council
of the Western Australian Labowr Federa.
tion, and secretary of the Trades Hall, by
orders of the Trades Hall. fo write that
arlicle whieh appeared on the 19th Sep-
tember of last vear in the English news-
papers. He wrote as no decent eitizen of
Australia should write about this eountry,
and it was done. as he sald, with the in-
struetion of the Trades and Labour Coun-
ell. And we are told, and T believe it, that
ihe same Trades and Labour Couneil die-
iate to the present Executive. That being
sa, how ean we be surprised at the few im-
migrants whieh are coming in to-day. 1
would just like to read a few things which
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Mr, MeCallum, who wrote this letter, said.
He wrote—

TWe have no hesitation in warning
our English brethren that the supply
ef town labonr in Australia has always
been equal to the demand, and on an
average of 11 monihs out of 12 it is
overstocked.

Then again—

Re farm labour, What you have to
counsider is whether or not it is worth
your while to come out 15,000 miles to
take work which the man on the spot
refuses.

In the introduction to the letter Mr, Me-
Callam says—

1 have instroctions from the Metro-
pelitan Council of the Western Aus-
tralian Division of the Australian Lab-
our Federation to seek a portion of the
space of your journal in order that the
views of my counecil on the immigration
poliey, now being so vigorously pushed
by the Australian State Governments,
may be placed before the British publie.

He goes on to talk about the “scabs” and
“blacklegs,” warning people not to come,
in view of the fact that they might bring
down wages. He says—

We believe that the blood of the or-
dinary Britisher will revolt at being
used as a blackleg and seab, but we
have cises bronght io us that would
melt a heart of stone. We have no
hesitation in warning our English breth-
ren that the supply of town labour in
Australia has always been equal to the
demand, and on an average of eleven
months ont of twelve it is overstocked.

Again he says—

The bush here is in its virgin state.
Perhaps one of the most objectionable
features of the bush life in Wesiern
Australia, from a married man’s stand-
point is {and this should be understood
by all intending immigrants} the faet
that in the great majority of eases they
are sitnated 10, 20, or even 40 miles
from a school. This position often
breaks the heart of a woman who
has heen used to town life. Most

“of the farm hands have to live
in tents and under -conditions alto-

gether void of the most primitive con-
ditions of civikisation. To make a sue-
cess of this elass of work it is impera-
tive to be possessed of previons farm
experience. Tt mnst be recognised that
the average Australian is a hustler, and
none more so than the Australian farm-
er.

That is the unpatriotic and disgracetul
way in which this man, the seecretary of
the Trades and Labour Couneil, writes at
the dietates of the Trades Hall. He says
the sapply of labour is far above the de-
mand. As a mailter of faet his letter was
written in Auvgusi, and on the 24th of
that month 153 men were wanted at the
Laabour Bureaw, while only 53 men were
sapplied. On the following Monday 61
men were wanted bot only 22 eame for-
ward. On the Tuesday 56 were recuired,
but again the number supplied was 22—
and so on right down the piece. On Sept-
emmber 11th 50 mea were wanted, and only
13 could be found, while on the 13th,
53 men were required and 14 came to
hand. Yet this gentleman says the supply
exceeds the demand. When we gel the
Trades and Labour Conneil sending home
this sort of stuff it is not to be wondered
at that so few immigrants are arriving.
"This letler was sent to the Labour Learder
in the first place, but was copied into a
great many other English papers. It
is not 1o be wondered at that the present
Government are so lax in encounraging
immigration, for we are told that the pre-
sent. Government are largely dictated to
by the members of the Trades and Labour
Council. Is it not disgraceful that the
Government should have unconstitution-
ally used the State’s money by giving them
a grant of £1,000 and in the purchase
of land from this body and afier-
wards given them land back al 2 nominal
rent? Tt may be said when the Minister
veplies, that they have brought out =
number of immigrants since they have
been in power. I find that aceording to
the number given in the Press that dur-
ing the nine months the Government
have been in office, 7,100 persons have
been brought lo our shores. It may be
considered that this is a fair number;
but when I tell you that 3,500 of these
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were actually on the waier or about to
embark in London when we left office in
October last. it will be seen that there
is not so much credit due to the present
Government after all. TPossibly it is sig-
nificant that not many more than
the 6,400 nowinated immigrants whose
passages were approved prior to Oetcber
of last vesr have not yet been brought
ouf. And we see that every day the
(Government offer some fresh discourage-
ment te immigration. They have raised
the fare from £2 to £6, and they bave les-
sened the facilities previously provided.
Here in Perth we had a home established
unt very satisfactory lines, but they have
removed it {o an old building in Fre-
mantle—the old men’s home. Anvone who
knows that building will understand the
methods they are adopling to stop immi-
gration. This eountry, I say withont fear
of contradiction, could absorb at least an
average of 2,000 immigranls a mounth
without any tronble at all. We brought
in 10,400 in one year, and the supply was
not nearly equal to the demand.  The
olher day I was speaking to a gentleman
who had travelled through America, He
reinarked to me the size of (he American
cities. T said, “How did you feel when
they spoke abouf our population”? He
replied, “That was the one thing I al-
ways tried (o side-track; it was awful to
admit that we had so few people oceupy-
ing so vast a territory.” It is the one
thing we feel pretty deeply when we
travel abroad, for one cannot help
being ashamed to admit that we are
afraid to accept a few thousand people
a year. The Government are not just or
patriotic fo ourselves nor to the Empire.
Alany thousands of people are leaving the
old country every year for other Ilands.
Only last year 35,000 people left Ireland
for the United States. If we could have
brought them here we would have re-
toined ihem fo the Bmpire. But they have
gone lo the United Stales, and in due
course will become naturalised cilizens,
and so wili be lost to the Empire.  Are
we doing justice either to onrselves or to
the Empire in allowing this sort of thing
to o on? Tt is a small, miserable policy,
and one which I trust the people of the
country will not permit this or any other

[COUNCIL.]

Government to continue with. I must
apologise for the length of my remarks;
snd may I say again it is with no plea-
sure ceriainly that T support the amend-
ment. However, I do say emphatieally
that the aetion taken by the Government
was certainly an insult to the House, and,
in my opinion. the attitude we have ad-
opted is a very mild one in the cireum-
stances. The Government have sought to
set aside the House and, what is worse
still, to set the ¥xeentive above Parlia-
ment, a thing which, whether they belong
to the Liberal or the Labonr party, un-
less a man be bound by caucns he eould
not give it sapport.

Hon. W. PATRICK (Central): 1
would like to congratulaie the old mem-
hers returned to the House, and to wel-
come ithe new ones. Judging from the
speeches that have alveady been made by
the new members, the debating power of
the House has been considerably streng-
thened, Buot, in common with other
speakers, I must say that I vegret the
absence of some of our old friends, not-
ably Captain Laurie, who was a member
for some twelve years, possibly longer.
He was one of the men in this Chamber
who, when anytbing specially connecied
with shipping or with matters relating fo
the sea was under disenssion, were always
to the fore to assist us out of a diffi-

culty., We have been very fortu-
hale hitherte in  having amongst
us a  number of able specialists,

parlicularly in the legal profession. In-
deed, I do not know whether we have
not almost a superfluity in that profes-
sion. At any rate we are never in a diffi-
culty when any subjeet relating to law
is introduced. On the contrary we have
the advantage of hearing the opinions of
some of the ablest men in the profession
in the State. 1t is quite a treat to listen
to some of the speeches made by them,
and T say we are fortunate in having
been able to retain so many of them. It
is with extreme vegret that I feel com-
pelled to support the amendment before
the Chamber. It seems i me that, hav-
ing considered the matter for several
months during recess, the Government
might well have waited a little longer.
and consulted the opinion of Parliament
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before plunging into entirely new State
enterprises,  Although 1 support the
amendment it does not necessarily follow
that I am opposed to the principle of the
Government running the steamers. There
is no earthly reason why the Government
should not contrel, if they can mwanage it,
the transport on the coast. But it seems
fo me that before entering into a business
of this magnitude they should have made
. every inquiry from men who had full
information on the subject, prepared a
statement of possible or probable receipis
and expenditure, and then placed the
matter before Parliament for considera-
tion and approval or rejection. But in
this c¢ase they have evidently plunged
into a huge business withont consider-
ing the matter at all. Not only have they
engaged in the purchase of stenmers, but
they have gone into an all-round attempt
to earvy out one of the leading planks of
the Labour platform, namely, the control
of produetion, distribution, and exehange.
It means that they want to control the
whole husiness of the country, from a
lolly shop to a steamer. Oue of the main
rensons they have adduced for entering
into this business of purchasing the steam-
ers is a wish to smash up what has been
wenerally rveferred to as the meat ring. 1
think on this point Mr. Connor, in the
remarkably clear and able speech he
made before the IHouse yesterday, com-
pletely broke up the Government’s ease.
I do not think there is any doubt what-
ever that whether meat is dear or cheap,
Mr. Connor proved that there is no ring
so far as either owners of stock or the
sellers of. meat are concerned. Appar-
ently the meat is sold in the open markef
where anyone can come forward and buy
anything from a single quarter up to 50
or 100 bullocks. The statement is made
that meat is dear in the State. T believe
it is, but I think that before entering
into this business the Government ought
to have got all -particulars sueh as Mr.
Connor and other business men ¢ould have
provided them with. When they found
the shippers were not getting this big
profit they should have tried to trace
wheré the money went; who got the ad-
vantage, and then formed -their - plans’

afterwards.  Apart altogether from the
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policy of entering inte a business of this
kind, the main question before the House
in connection with it should be the finan-
cial one; and before the business was
gone into at all we should have had a
full statement of ways and means, and
Parliament should have been taken into
the confidence of the Government as to
how the money was to be raised, not for
this particular little business of £60,000,
but for the whole of the vast communis-
tie scheme they propose entering into.

Sitting suspended from 6.3 to 7.30 p.m.

Hon. W. PATRICK: Before tea I
made some reference to the purchase of
stenmers, and incidentally to the aileged
meat ring. Anyone who knows anything
about the attitude thai T have always
taken up in politieal life knows that I
have always been opposed (o vings of any
kind, and possibly I spoke on this sub-
ject before some of the leaders of the
Labour party of the preseni time were
born. In so far as the Governmeni intend
to do away with rings, they wiil have my
sapport. There is one ring in this State
which I think iz of as much importance
so far as the welfare and development of
the conntry s eoncerned as the meat ring,
supposing it does exist, and that is the
ring in artificial manares. Tt is notorious
that the price charged in Western Aus.
tralin for superphosphates is greater than
the price charged in New Zealand. This
is a condition of things which ought not
to exist, and it is a kind of business that
I think it would be possible, secing there
are only two firms manufacturing arti-
ficial manuwre—superphosphates—in this
State, to devise means of seeing that
the producers have a fair deal in this
article, which is -absolutely necessary
for the success of farming in West-
ern Australia.- T may say that it is
not very encouraging in reference to this
matter when you find one of our own
representalives in the Federal Parliament
(Alr. Lynch} supporting a duty of 10s.
a_ton on superphosphates. A few weeks
ago a deputation waited on Mr. Tudor,
the Minister for Customs, and he was
very sympathetic with this deputation. -
The deputation was composed of repre- .
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sentatives of the manure manufacturers,
who asked that a duty of 10s. a ton should
be imposed. They said that it would
ouly amount to 3d. per aere, and Mr.
Tudor said “That is nothing,” and praec-
tically stated that he would take the re-
quest into his favourable consideration,
Fortunately the produeing community of
Australia is organising. They have been
asleep in the past, and are now awaken-
ing, and I am certain Mr. Tudor will
consider many times before he imposes
this duty, because he has to look to the
sapport of the farmers of Australia for
the maintenance of his Government. I
commend the Government for the assist-
ance they gave to the farmers in supply-
ing seed wheat in distriets where it was
requived, and also in supplying water;
but I think the eonditions in many cases
were altogether too harsh. Practieally
so far as the supply of seed wheat and
manure were concerned, I believe in some
cases they took a mortzage on the selec-
tors’ property. I remember that about
25 years ago the South Aunstralian Gov-
ernment in somewhat similar cireumstan-
ces supplied seed wheat to farmers therve.
They told them if they could pay, well
and good, but in the great majority of
cases thev were never asked to pay, and
were certainly not asked for any security
whatever. In reference to the supply of
water, in cases where a season such as
the last is not likely to oeemr again in a
generation, it seems to me to he altogether
bad poliey to impose a permanent tax
on the farmers on the route of the Gold-
fields Water Supply. In many cases that
tax is equal to a very heavy rent. I know
perfeetly well that the Government,
throngh the Minister for Works, in reply
to a deputation which waited upon him,
said that the Government must look upon
it as a business transaction. It was pro-
posed to charge 8s. per 1,000 gallons, and
the price was finally reduced to 6s., but
the tax is to remain permanently. Now,
a farmer in an average year can get a
supply of water for himself, and that
water supply in most cases is ample for
his needs. This permanent tax will eer-
tainly prove hard ou the producers on
the line of the Goldfields track.

[COUNGIL]

The Colonial Secretary: The laying of
pipes cost many thousands of pounds.

Hon. V. PATRICK : Yes, I quite agree
with what the leader of the House says.
Still if it is possible to supply water at
a distance of between three and four
hundred miles at so many shillings per
thousand gallops, it ought to be possible
to supply it at an equally low rate one or
two hundred miles neaver to the city. I
am glad to see that the Government pro-
pose to do all they can to encourage
mining, that is gold mining of course. Of
other mining there is practically little,
although one of the largest copper mines
in Ausiralia is at Whim Creek. Certainly
gold mining requires a great deal of en-
couragement, becanse judging from the
records sinee the gold flood year of 1903,
our gold production has been going down
from year to year and menth te month.
In very few cases during the whole of that
period has any month in the year equalled
the eorresponding menth in the previous
vear. If has been a constant descent, and
if it continues, it looks as if the gakd
mining industry must die. Counsidering
the vast auriferous extent of our country,
if the Government ean eneourage pros-
pecting or by any other means within
reason bring about a stoppage of this
drifting, they will deserve ecredit from
this community. I notice that the Gov-
ernment propose teo build a good many
railways, and as I have said on many
occasions from the floor of this House,
if railways can be built at a eost of not
a great deal move than a good macadam-
ised road, wherever there is any justifica-
tion for building a railway, it shall have
my earnest support. I must say that T
take the same view as the Hon. Mr. Con-
nelly regarding the eonstruction of the
4ft, 814in. gange line from Fremantle 1o
Kalgoorlie, that the money would be much
better applied in developing the rest of
the country. If the people in the rvest
of Australia eould travel from Adelaide
to Terowie on the 5ft. 3in. gauge and
from Terowie to Port Augusta on the
3ft. Gin, gauge and then to Kalgoorlie on
the 4ft, 8l%4in, gauge, surely the rest of
the journey could he completed on the
present line, at any rate for a few years
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to come nntil money is more plentiful
and the State is in a better condition
financially, It is stated that a Bill will
be submitted providing for the purchase
of the metropelitan tramways. I do not
think that T should assume that the Gov-
ernment in this measure are going to
perpetrate a permanent injustice on the
city of Perth. Personally, I am opposed
to the nationalisation of the trams, and
the reason why I am opposed to the
nationalisation of the trams is that in the
old ecountry where the tramway system is
carried out on a huge scale and success-
fully, in out of about ninety millions of
capital invested in tramways in the towns
and cities of Great Britain over fifty
millions is invested in framways con-
trolled by the municipalities. And these
tramways controlled by municipalities
bave been marvellously sucecessful, so
much so that they have in many cases
reduced - the burden of taxation in some
of the leading cities to a considerable ex-
tent, and the figures of some of them are,
lo put it mildly, simply astounding. I
just wish to refer to one single system to
give aun idea of the vast importance of
the tramway system being in the hands
of the community for the benefit of that
community. The City of Glasgow tram-
ways serve a population of 1,050,000.
They have a eapital of £3,307,000 and in
1910 they carried 221 million passengers
at Y%d. and 1d. rates, the fare being
gsomewhere ahout .00, and they served the
counlry for about 14 miles out of the city;
the highest fares charged were 2l4d. or 3d.

Hon, M, L. Moss: They have 144,
sections.

Hon. W. PATRICK : Yes, and 1d. see-
tions. The receipts in 1910 were over
£900.000, the working expenses were
£505,000, the nef receipts over working
expenses totalled £337,000 and interest
amounted to £53,000. Towards re-
payment and reducing the liability £71,000
was paid, and after all these payments,
working expenses, interest, and the redue-
tion of debt they had a surplus of
£262,000. They used £212,000 of that for
depreciation and renewals and after that
they had £50,000 to put info the treasnry.
If that system had been in the hands of
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the Imperial Government it would have
been a niee little asset to pay into the
Imperial treasury, instead of which it be-
longed to one city. I may say that dur-
ing the series of years ended last year
the average paid into the common good
by the municipality amounted to over

£300,000, that 1s. they reduced the
rates to thal extent, It seems to
me that if the Government of fthis

State are going to introduce a scheme at
all, it should be a scheme whereby the
City of Perth—and I mean by that the
metropolitan district—ought to have the
benefit of any profits that may be made
by the system in the future, and apart
from that, as a representative of a big
portion of the State, I take the position
that if there is any prefit, and the work-
ing of the tramways in the old country
proves that large profits are to be made--
and in a growing ecity, such as Pecth, the
profits are likely to increase—these should
go towards reducing the rates which, I
believe, at the present time are very high.
On the other hand, if there is going to
be any loss on the working of these trams,
the wmetropolitan Qistriet should bear it,
and not the whole of the State. When
the measure comes before the House I
shall give it my best eonsideration and
certainly if there is any attempt to con-
fiscate the rights which ai present belong
to the city under an agreement with the
Tramway Company, I shall vote against
it. T strongly commend the Government
proposal to do all that is possible for the
advapcement of education, This has
never been a party question. The people
of Australia deserve very great credit in-
deed for the efforts they have made in
giving opportunities for as many as pos-
sible on this continent getting the best
edncation, and Western Australia, con-
sidering the smallness of the community,
has done marvellonsly well. But I object
te remarks such as those made by Mr.
Davis when, as an argument in favour of
giving additional educational facilities, he
said what was practieally to the effect
that the great advance made by German
manufaeturers in reecent years was due fo
the foet that they were more highly edu-

cated than Lhe peaple of Great Britain,
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and the hon. member praetically told us
we were going behind in the race for
wealth and business, Even if that were
so, there is no necessity for making too
much noise about it, but the fact of the
matter is that instead of Great Britain
during recent vears going behind Ger-
many, it has been advancing. T hope the
House will bear with me while I quote
fizures to show what I mean. I may say
that one of the chief factors in the pro-
gress of Germany has been the free mav-
ket of Great Britain. Germany is one
of the biggest cnstomers of the old coun-
try and the old couniry is the biggest
customer Germany has. Germany has a
highly protective tariff; the market of
Great Britain is open to the world. In
1909 the imports into England from Ger-
many totalled 57 millions and the exports
to Germany were 47 willions. In 1910
the imports from Germany were 61 wil-
lions and the exports 54 millions. TIn
estimating the value of exports and im-
porls. the imports into Great Britain ave
valued at eost ¢if.; the exports are
valued at f.o.b., and evervone knows that
there is at least a 10 per cent. difference
hetween c.i.f, and f.o.b. In other words,
the huginess hetween the two countries is
practicully balanced. Bat there is this
difference, ii is of muiual benefit to hoth
countries. Qreat Brifain is not only a
big exporter of iron manufnctures, hut
now she is a big importer of raw material,
that is iron and iron ores, and as a matter
of fact, a considerable propoction of
business with Germany is in the shape of
that kind of raw material,

The PRESIDENT: I should like to
remind the hon, member that the question
before the House is the amendment to
the Address-in-reply.

Hon. W. PATRICK : Of eourse T know
that there has heen a considerable laiitude
allowed to other hon. members, but [
would just like to finish quoting these
figures,

The PRESIDENT: I will allow the
hon. member to do so; T ounly wish parti-
cularly to draw atiention to the faet that
I have allowed latitude, almost amount-
ing to longitude.

[COUNCIL ]

Hon. W. PATRICK : I will just make
this remark, that the business of the old
country last year was 400 millions ster-
ling more (han that of Germany, and
Germany . has 60 millions of people, while
Great Britain has a population of 46
millions. In addition to the matters in-
cluded in the Speech, there are, as was
pointed out by several speakers, one or
two important omissions. The first ques-
ilon is that of immigration, on whieh
Mr. Connolly spoke strongly. I do not
think there is any doubt whatever about
the faet that immigration is not men-
tioned in the Speech for the simple rea-
son that the Government are not in sym-
pathy with it. When one considers the
position of Australia it will be found that
it iz, fo all intents and purposes, geogra-
phically speaking, a honge island among
many other islands on the south of Asia,
and when we remember that in the course
of recent vears the Empire of Japan has
become one of the great powers, that it
crossed swords and defeated the great
Empire of Russia, which has the biggest
white population in the world—somewhere
about 120 millions of people—and when
we consider that China, the slumbering
giant, has ecommenced to rub ils eyes and
is awakening, and that in a few yewy’
time will be indisputably another of the
great powers, and that there is diseontent
in India, where there arve 300 millions, and
also leaving oul of the guestion a small
place like Java, wilh a population seven
times that of Austiralia, it seems simply
maduess for any Government io hesitate
about filling up this continent with white
people, The Novthern Tervritovy, the his-
tory of which T have known for about
30 years, is 650,000 square miles in extent
and has only 1,000 Europeans occupying:
it. and 1,700 or 1,800 Chinese and other
coloured people, while our own northern
country, which Mr. Comnor referred to
last evening, as possessing some of Lhe
most magnificent pastoral land in Aus-
tralia, with great rivers and alluvial flats,
and wilh a rainfall which is not tropi--
cal——

Hon. I. Connor: Thirty inches on the-
const.

Hon. W. PATRICIK : 1t is possible that
this country may be able lo maintain a
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white population, or a whiie population
may be willing to colonise there. Though
I spent a pumber of years in the tropics,
I think I would prefer to remain in the
temperate regions, but here is a place
075,000 square miles in extent, and thirvty
limes bigger than Seotland, and yet we
find that Seotland has been sending from
10,000 to 100,000 emigrants from her
shores annually for the last 50 years all
over the globe, and to-day she still has
a population which is greater than that of
Australia. I say it is a disgrace to the
Governments of Australia, especially that
during the last few years they have not
wakened up to a greater extent to the
tremendous responsibility they have in
peopling this continent. The Government
of the Commonwealth are the worst of all.
They ave doing their duty and raising an
army and navy which will eost ahout
£6,000,000 per annum a8 near as ean be
estimated, but theyv are thrvowing ‘cold
water on immigration. We have also in
our midst eitizens who write letters such
-as that quoted by Mr. Connolly. It is
a disgrace to any community that any
sueh communication should be sent to
England. 'There could not be a particle
of patriotism in anyone who conld have
sent such a letter, and it was doubly a
disgrace if authorised "by any hedy of
men, T do not eare who they were. Now,
there is a clause in the Speech which says
that a Bill will be submitled to enable a
convenlion of represeniatives of the peo-
ple to draw up a scheme for altering the
Counstitution. Tt so happens that we have
a Constitution that ecan bhe altered now,
We altered it some months ago and we
have had an election under it since the
alteration, Of eourse, we know perfectly
well a convention will vot he asked to
alter the Constitution of another place
beeause, I suppose, they are satisfied it
is as liberal as it possibly ean be. being
elected on adult suffrage. But recently
we had an eleetion under this altered
Constitmior which, so far as the melrvo-
politan area 1s concerned, is practically
household suffrage. No dwelling that any
person ean possibly live in in Perth would
cost less than £17 per year under the pre-
sent conditions.  There is no doubt that
£17 annual value in this State is eqnal
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to household suffrage, and what was the
result of that election? It was a erush-
ing defeat fov the people who ave asking
for the alteration of the Contsitution.
There is just one other little matter I
would like to refer to. I have always
considered that the moment a man enters
this Chamber, unless he be the leader
of the House for the Government in
power for the time heing, he should con-
sider himself non-party. It is quite trne
that when members are on the hustings
and when supporting or opposing a can-
didate they call (hemselves Liberals or
Lahorites as the case may be, but the
practice of this House hitherto proves
that it bas not beer a party House. All
the Liberal legislation on the statute
books—adult suffrage, the legalisation of
trades unions, the Arbiiration Aect, the
great Liberal edueational measure for
the establishment of a University—in
fact, all the legislation earried in this

‘State has been passed into law entirvely

independent of the Labour party. The
measures were all looked upon as non-
party and passed. If they had been treated
on party lines, they wounld not have
been on the statnte books. T think it is
very recreltable that the question of par-
ties should have heen introduced here.
We know perfeetly well that we have
six members in this Chamber who on all
occasions arve really bound to support the -
Government, but I am sure that every
other member will take the same view as T
do that any measure introduced info this
Chamber, whether by a Labour Govern-
ment or a Liberal Government, will he
dealt with entively on ils merits, so far as
it concerns the progress, the interest, and
the welfare of this community of Western
Australia.

Hon. E. MeLARTY (South-West) : It
would be difficult indeed for me 1o make
a speech without reiterating a good deal
that has already Dbeen said by previous
speakers. T shall not weary the House
by expressiitg my opinions at any length
on any of the subjeets that have been
so ably dealt with in the speeches de-
livered yesterday and to-day. I will con-
tent myself with brief references to many
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of the snbjects and with indicating ecouvenience is being caused by the man-
my approval or disappreval of the wner in which the cattle-yards have been

remarks thal have heen
reference to the amendment, I shall
say at onee that I am in accord
with it becanse I entirely disagree with
the proposed legislation that is put be-
fore the country at the present time., I
believe in enconraging private enterprise
in every possible direction, bui it appears
to me that the present aim is to stifle
private enterprise and embark on all
sorts of State undertakings that the Gov-
ernment should, from my experience,
leave alone, I have never seen men in the
employ of the Government who thought
it their duty to do the same amount of
work they would do if employed by
privale individuals or contractors. Very
recently 1 have travelled about the eoun-
try very widely and T have had an eye on
a good many of these Government em-
ployees, and I have been disgusted be-
vond measure to see what was going on.
When I heard from the Governor’s lips
the other day that the present Govern-
ment have in their employ wages men
numbering something like 3,000, a shud-
der ran through me; and I thought that is
enough to ruin any State. I took it that
3.000 men in the Government service
meant an expenidture of £1,400 or £1,500
per day, and T am satisfied that the State
is not geiting value forr the money ex-
pended. T have always protested against
departmental work where it ean be carried
out by eontract, especially in conneetion
with the railway system of the State.
The previous (Government had the same
fad for earrying out railway works de-
partmentally, and T say that some of the
works done in that time arve a standing
disgrace and have been a terrible ex-
pense to the Siate. For instance, one
railway in my own distriet of Pinjarra
was constructed departmentally and the
result of that work was that no sooner
had the Works Depatment taken it over
and commenced to utilise it than an en-
rine ran off the rails and the nnfortunale
driver was killed, and the Government
were oblized to spend thousands of
pounds in order lo make the line safe.

At the present time a great deal of in-

passed. In

put in, for the calile seem able to walk
in and out of the yards just as they
please, and the whole work is no credit
to the departmental system. I think that
there are other works of immense maga-
nitude in this State that should engag:

the attention of the Government at
the present time. I have wno pali-
ence with the pettifogging legislation
of milking a few cows here and

making a few bricks somewhere else. We
should undertake the works of great
magnitude mentioned by Mr. Lynn last
night, and first and foremost amongst
these we should extend the accommoda-
tion ai{ Fremantle to meet the require-
menis of the steamers that will use that
harbouwr in future. That, to my mind,
is the work of greatest importance in this

State. Then, next fo attending to the
other harbour works throughout the
State that require attention, I think

that the construction of railways pro-
posed by the Government is a poliey
worthy of the sapport of every member
of this Honse. At the same time, we
have gone at a great pace in the building
of railways, and the time has arrived
when we should be careful where we are
building them. There is such a thing
as going too far in the construe-
tion of railways, although up to fthe

present moment no great mistake has
heen made, and I think that every
line bunilt has been justified. Neverthe-

less, with our present population and with
the policy of horrowing millions of
meoney. it seems to me that the present
Government and also Parliament are im-
bhued with the one idea that a few ml-
lians here and a few millions somewhere
else are of very little importance, T say
the time has arrived when the Government
and Parlinment should take into eon-
sideration how we are going to meet this
enormous interest hill and sinking fund.
T am autie in accord with the memhers
who snoke this evenine, Mr. Patrick and
Mr. Connolly. in the views they have ex-
pressed in regard to immigration, T con-
tend that the construetion of railwavs and
a bold roliev of immigration should go
hand in hand. We have, as has already
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been stated, a very small population for
this enormous territory. It seems to me
that the present Administration fear that
a few extra people coming into the State
are going to put somebody out of a job.
If we are going to be imbued with that
idea, how is this country to hecome the
great State which it is destined to be and
ought to be? I am satisfied from our ex-
perience during the last few years when
population was pouring into the State
at a fair rate, that the country can ab-
sorb an enormous number of immigrants,
and the sooner the Government set about
bringing people to the State, the sooner
we shall be in a prosperous condition.
I am pleased to netiee in the Speech, in
the reference to railway construection, a
Pproposal_to build a railway from Bassel-
ton to the Macgavet River. Personally I
know very little of that district ahout the
Marvgaret, althongh I have seen a good
deal of it for some distanece out of Bussel-
ton, but I believe it is the Warrnambool
of Western Australia, and that with pro-
per facilities given for the entivation of
the soil it will provide homes and employ-
ment for a very large number of people.
I hope that the work will be put in hand
at no very distant date, and I can assure
the Government that they will have my
hearty support. I was rather sorry to
Lhear Mr. Connor last night sound a vote
of warning to the Government in regard
to the nse of Collie eoal on their boats.
We have in this State a great and valu-
able industry in Collie coal. Last year a
considerable quantity was bunkered at
Bunbury, but this year, T regret to see
from the past half-year’s returns, the
trade has fallen off considerably; but
that may be only tempovary. Mr.
Connor asserts that the difficulty of get-
ting the eoal away from the Collie fields
is responsible in a great degree for the
falling off, and that they have-not the
facility for loading the vessels with the
despateh necessary to make Bunbhury a
coaling station. As hon. members are
aware, it is contemplated to have a fresh
survey and, if possible, find a line with
easier grades to connect the coal field with
the port of Bunbury. I would like to see
the Government encourage the use of Col-

lie coal in every possible direction. I
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T
have not heard ot 1ate of any great trou-

ble in regard to the coal, and I think if
it is good enough for the ocean-going
vessels to utilise, 1t should be good enough
for the Government. As one hon. mem-
ber said last night, it would be a bhad
advertisement for our local coal if those
engaged in the industry outside the State
could point to the fact that the Gowvern-
ment of Western Australia were afraid
to make use of it on their own boats,
Mention has been made this evening of
the cost of the Trans-Australian railway,
at least of the section between Fremantle
and Kaleoorlie. T darve say it is nof a
popular opinion that has been expressed
by Mr. Connelly and Mr. Patrick, but I
venture to say it is a very sound opinion.
T do not know what obligations the Gov-
ernment may be under. If they arg under
an obligation to build a line on the 4ft.
S5l%in. gauge, of course the obligation
must be carried out. While I fully recog-
nise that the Jine must be built, and that
we must have the gauge the same as the
other portion of the Trans-Australian
railway, I think it is a matter that in the
present state of the finances of the coun-
iry might very well be deferred for some
time to come. It has alveady been pointed
out, and I need not repeat it. that there
are different gauges in the Eastern States;
for instance, between Melbourne and
Sydney. I do not think te have a 4ft.
§lbin, gange to Kalgoorlie only would be
a great hardship on the passengers. It
would not be a hardship on them to be
transferred to the ordinary trains which
are in use at the present time. T think
we can do far better with the million and
a half. We could put it to far better
use than duplieating the line to Kalgoor-
lie. The traffic is not geing to be great.
T do not think the train will be rushed.
The long, tiresome overland journey will
only be made by people to whom time
is of some importance. It will be only
business eople who will make use of
the line. And I think we could well
afford to wait and make better use of the
million and a half pounds. We liear a
good deal about the cost of living in this
State. No one will deny that the cost is
considerably high, but a remarkable thine

to me is the rates fixed by the Labour
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party. Take, for instance, the shearers.
We have to pay the increased rate of 23s.
a hundred for sheep. I do not think that
hurts the squatter; I do not object to it;
but if this is because the cost of living
is so high, why did this party fix the
board and lodging for shearers at 1ds.
a week? If the eost of living is so en-
ormous that the men must have an in-
crease, why is it that the man boarding
them muost have no more money for the
boarding, especialty when these nien must
have six meals a day? They refuse to
strike a blow in the morning until they
get ten and bread and hutter at six
o’clock; then they go to work late and
want a good breakfast, and expeect fo
be well fed; they knock off before lunch
for refreshments and at twelve o'clock
they have dinner. Then again at four
o'cloek they knock off for refreshments,
and then they want a meal at six, and
some of them want their supper before
they go to hed. Yet the Labour party
allow only 14s. as sufficient for that,
though we have to give additional pay
for their labour. Then take the plumbers.
The award under the eourt is that if a
man goes out to the eountry he has his
fare paid out and baek again. That is
only right. And he has to get 17s. a day
for hig work, and the employer must pro-
vide him with hoard and lodging. T do
not think (his costs quite so much as in
the case of the shearers. Plumbing is not
so appetising an oecupation.

Hon., R. G. Ardagh: Does the hon.
member know how many days in the year
a plimber works?

Hon. E. MeLARTY: I am speaking of
the days when the plumber works for me.
If I beard him at the same rate, 14s., and
his wages have gone up in consequence
of the high cost of living, I contend the
person wha provides the provender should
have an additional allowance as well. T
may be expeeled to make a few remarks
wilth regard to the purchase of steamers.
I read the other day that at a meeting
which was held one Labonr leader made
the statement that the Government were
going to hreed their own cattle in the
North-West, bring them down in their
own steamers, and slanghter them and
sell them lo the people. T do not know
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whether the Government are going (o
eook them, but this gentleman seemed to
think there was nothing to do bui take
up a bit of eountry in the North and there
would be butlocks next week for shipmeni.
The squatter is a very mueh abused in-
dividual. The man who goes out pioneer-
ing in the wilds of this State, and who
has done so mnch to open up the country,
does not in many instances get the credit
that is due to him. I have some knowledge
of pioneering in the North, thongh I have
not been there. In 1881 a hand of old
Western Australians joined together and
formed a company to open up the Kim-
berley distriet. T was in the prime of
my life at the time and full of energy,
but with very little money, but I was so
impressed with the reported possibilities
of this tine conntry, which had just heen
discovered by the late Mr. Alee. Forrest,
that T put all T possessed into the com-
pany, and my brothers joined in the same
venture. Two of them went up theve.
They left Fremantle on the 10th Novem-
her, 1881, in an old boat, the ¢‘Mae-
quarie,”” and they took with them a few
breeding ewes, some horses, and the neces-
sary ouifit for n station. They went as
working partners, ene to act as manager
and the other as assisiant manager. They
were to get magnificent salaries. The
manager was to receive £48 a year, and
his assistant was {o receive £24, and they
were bound down that they were not o
take up any eountry on their own aceount,
but that everything was te be done in the
inlerests of the company they were repre-
senting. Well, we had secured some very
good country, hut at that time there was
no communication with Kimberley except
every six mounths, Their first experience
was that the flour went bad and was nol
eatable. They had no sugar for months,
and they had no meat exeept what they
could kill with the gun. They would nor
kill the young ewes. They lived a very
hard life indeed. A voung friend of
mine, who also put his money into Ihe
veniure and went up as a working part-
ner. had only been in the distriet a few
weeks, when, while following the sheep
in the bhush, aceompanied by a native man

and his weoman, and leading his horse by
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the bridle, he was attacked from behind
by the native who split his head open with
an axe. This happened four miles from
the homestead, and when it was reported
to my brothers they had to carry the body
four miles to the homestead to bury it
in that lonely bush, For 17 years that
station was a drag on me, and neatly
brought me to poverty in trying to make
up the calls that were required to keep
the thing going for my brothers and my-
gelf. For 17 years I never received a
shilling back from it.  Then the stock
began to improve and things were a little
bit better, and to-day the station is built
ap. I may say my eldest hrother re-
mained there for 12 years. He could do
anything; he could build a house or do
any carpentering work, and he was a
mechanie at anything he took m hand;
but his 12 years of hardship in that dis-
trict in building up the first station in
Kimberley was the cause of his health
breaking down, and he died, ~ perhaps
yvears before he should have. My other
brother remained as manager and worked
on for years, living in the bush like a
native and riding among the stock with
rugs sivapped to his saddle by day, and
camping wherever night overtook him.
He remained there for 20 years and built
up the station, working like a slave. Waell
I remember meeting him at Fremantle
and leading him off the boat. He stepped
ashore in ftotal darkness and for three
months never saw the light of day. He
was here under the best skill that eould
be obtained, and eventually regained the
partial sight of one eye. That was his
return for all his long years of iabour.
To-day, thongh we employ a large number
of men, thousands of pounds have heen
expended in fencing improvements, and
in boring for water in waterless country.
We took up some hundred thousands of
acres of waterléss country. We imported
from America our own boring machines
and sent experts at heavy salaries to put
down bhores in various parts to open wp
this country, with partial snecess in some
instances. We got a flow of water within
five feet and another flow within 15 feet.
"We have pumped it up and we are able
to water a large number of stoek at
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these hoves, I mention this to show that
these people are not drones, that they do
not take up this conntry and make no
effort to utilise it. Ve have done all in
our power to make use of the country.
After all these years it is paying the com-
pany, and the Labonr party seem to think
we have no right to any return at all, no
right, indeed, to hold the country. Why
should we be allowed to hold this country
and bring our meat here angd sell it in the
open market? I say there are very few
in the Labour party who, given the
‘means, would bave had the pluck and en-
ergy to go into that wild eountry among
hostile natives and endure the nnspeak-
able hardships of pioneering there. There
are very few people among the Labour
party whe would bave taken the risk.

Hon, R, & Ardagh: What about the
prospectors ?

Hon. E. MeLARTY: The prospectors
are very fine fellows, and I have no word
to say against them, The prospector has
my hearty good wishes, and if he has
been suceessful I say he is entifled to all
he ean make for the risk he has run, the
discomforts he has snffered and the labour
he has expended.

Hon. J. E. Dodd {(Honorary Minister) :
Many a man working nunderground to-day
is as much a here as those to whom you
have referred.

Hon, E, MeLARTY : That may be 3o,
I am not in a position to deny it; in any
case I say all honour to whom honour is
due. Buat [ want to say also the people
who "are carrying on the squatting indus- -
try do not get the credit they deserve.
From my knowledge of Mr. Drew I am
sure he would be the iast man to say an
unkind word or knowingly offer an insult
to any man; but I take exeeption to a
remark made by the hon. member the
other evening when he referred to the
“gquatters of the meat ring.” That re-
mark was uncalled for and unjustified,
and I say no such ring exists.

The Colonial Secretary : I did not say
the squatters.

Hon. E. McLARTY : Not the squat-
ters generally, but you referred to a meat
ring. Now, I understand a similar dis-
eunssion has been going on this evening
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in another place, where I am censured as
belonging to the meat ring—indeed, I
have been referred to as ‘‘the fat man
of the meat ring.”” It does not hurt,
and I am sure it 18 not in the least offen-
sive to me, but I want Lo say that my ex-
perience, exlending over many years as a
partner in stations in the North, as a
buyer of stock, and as a dealer in a
pretty large way, enables me to know
what is going on, and the condition of
things as they exist, as well as any man
in the State. I amm geing to give the
House a few figures, because I think it is
lamentable to think of the way the publie
are misled, and how utferly they are de-
ceived by many other people whg know
very little about this business. In ve-
ference to the purchase of these boats, I
quite agrvee with Mr. Moss and ether
speakers that the Government have
rushed in and done what they had no
rvight to do without the eonsent of Par-
liament, that they have been very badly
advised. I say without bLesitation that
thie Government can no more bring down
the price of meat by the porchase of these
steamers than they ean fly in the air. I
make this statement advisedly, knowing
what T am talking abouf. I say they will
have the greatest difficulty in getting stock
at all to bring down on these boats; they
may get a few stores.

Hon, R, G. Ardagh: All the {wo-year-
old stock have been bought up for two
years in advance. R

Hon. E, MeLARTY @ People read
statistics and say that so many %hun-
dreds of thousands of cattle are in
the North, that the market is here
and, nevertheless, the people have to pay
extorfionaie prices. What are the faets?
Let them go into the distriet with boats
for fat stoek, and what do they find ¢
In a good season when the country has
heen blessed wiith plenty of rain the per-
centage avatlable for market would be
about ten per cent. of the cattle on a
station; therefore, if a station had
10,000 head of cattle, under favourable
conditions 1,000 head would be fit for
market. But that is not mueh in re-
spect {o our market. Now, T can speak
with knowledge of West Kimberley. A
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great deal has been said about the small
squatter who 1s boycotted, the man who
cannot get his stuff to market, whe is
boycotted by the meat ring, and has to
sell it at a sacrifice or not at all. I say
it is absolntely without foundation. I
say without hesitation, and with a know-
ledge of what I am talking about, that
there is not a squatter in West Kimber-
ley to-day, nor has there ever been in the
past, who has ten or twenty head of mar-
ketable cattle who will not find half a
dozen buyers tumbling over themselves to
get those cattle—not at a sacrifice, but
at the same price as the bigger squatters
are receiving. There is one price fixed .
at the beginning of the year, aecording
to the prospects of the warket, and
whether a man has ten, twenty, or five
lhundred bullocks, he gets that price per
head for al! of them, .

Heon, J. W, Kirwan : Who fixes the
price? .

Hon. E. McLARTY : The purchasers;
those prepared to buy catile.

Hon. C. Sommers : There is nothing
to prevent a small mar sending lis caltle
down?

Hon. 1. McLARTY : No, one need not
sell at Kimberley. Only recently a couple
of growers made inquiries as to the price.
The were advised to send their cattle
down themselves, and put them oun the
market, but they said, ‘*No, if yon will
give ns a fair price we would soconer sell
them on the station.’’ If they prefec
lo send them to market they can do it
The beasts will then be put up by publie
auetion and sold to the highest bidder.
The small man in Perth who is killing
one bullovk a weck can eome to the anc-
tion and buy that one bullock. If he
has no facilities for slanghtering, what
does he do? He ean leave the ballock
where he has bought it, in the yard, and
have the animal slaughtered by ex-
perienced slaunghtermen and put in the
train for 3s. 6d. He ean then bring it
to Perth or anywhere he pleases. TIs that
a hoyeott? Any man ean do it. It has
been said that {hese people go there and
are afraid to bid.
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Hou. C. Sommers : But he need not
even buy the bulloek, he ean buy dead
meat, can he not?

Hen. E, McLARTY : Of course be
can. It has been said butchers go there
and are afraid to bid. No one has tried
to stop them. The cattle ave put up by
auction, and there is no fairer system
than that m the world. Theve 18 not the
slightest foundation for the statement
that any meat ring ever existed in this
State. On the eontrary there is a good
deal of ecompetition between those who
buy the cattle in Kimberley. It is not
all a case of brotherly love, I can tell you.
The cattle are brought down to the sale-
yards, and there is a regular sale day
every Tuesday. The bidders are aware
of that, and they attend in large numbers.
T ean voueh for this, because 1 have at-
tended many of fhese sales myself. Yon
will there find representatives of butchers
on the goldfields and in country districts,
and the cattle are put up by public auetion
and knoeked down te the highest bidder
whether he.be a large or a small buicher.
Under these eondifions I think T can
claim that the report that the small mae
is boycotted is nothing more nor less than
a canard. Now I will deal with the con-
ditions to be met with in bringing down
these cattle to market. There is among
people of no experience a general im-
pression that you ean go into Kimberley
and buy eattle for anything you like to
offer, I am connected with several
stations at Kimberley, and I know exaetly
what the ontput is every year. I am a
buyer myself to almost any extent, vet I
have never suceeeded in getting cattle
at anthing below a fair market price.
I pay £5 for my ecattle in Kimberley.
That is the fixed price for the present
year. People say, ‘‘if you buy at £5,
why is it that meat is such a price here?’”’
Let me give the House a few figures in
this conneetion. These cattle have to be
brought to Fremantle, and the risk is
enormons, 1he lirst shipment I brought
down this year was at the end of Apeil.
I loaded the steamer “Charon’” with 283
bullocks at Derby. Tt was ‘extremely
hot weather, and before the ship left the
wharf six of those were dead. Her first
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day’s {vip took her to Broome, where she
lay for twelve honrs, and before she
left Broome fourteen animals were dead.
She went on to Port Hedland and when
she left that port twenty-seven of the
bullocks were dead, while, by the time
she landed this shipment at Fremantle,
the death roll amounted to fifty. So,
I lost 50 bullocks on that one trip,
and in spite of this T had to pay freight,
fodder, attendanee and wharfage at
Derby on every hoof of them. Out of the
next shipment I lost eleven or twelve
bullocks, TUp to the present time, during
this vear, I have brought down over
1,600 bullocks, and have thrown overboard
nearly 80 of them. So there is something
to come off for the risk. The last ship-
ment I had by the “Allinga.,” She was
loaded with 109 bullocks of mine, and I
got something of a shoek when I opened
the newspaper and read that she had
struck a reef patch near Onslow. Event-
ually she was got off, but I stood a very
excellent chance of losing every hoof I
had on board. It is a big risk, of that
the House can rest sssured.

Hon. V. Hamersley: What about insur-
ance?

Hon. E. McLARTY: Yes, you can
insure but you ecan ounly insure
against the total loss, for fo insure

against individual loss is more than even
this risk is worth, and in consequence we
insure ngoinst the fotal loss as a rule
People of no experience think that if you
ship 200 bullocks you put those 200 hul-
locks in the market and the butcher gives
you the top price for them, Possibly
there are some instances where they arve
badly drafted on the station, and T can
understand from my experience that it
is difficult, where you get large numbers
of cattle, to pick out average bullocks,
and a good mauy are passed in whieh
have no right fo be shipped. When they
reach theiy destination we first go through
them and take out the bruised and erip-
pled cattle which are unable to walk
through being bruised or damaged, We
have to get them slanghtered at Robb’s
Jetty, and the meat inspector comes along
and grades them down, perhaps one peuny
or 13%d. a pound, and yon have to sell
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those dairaged cattle at considerably be-
low eost price. Then we go through them
and find a eertain number are not -in
marketable condition. We have to pick
these out as store stoeck and keep them
perhaps for twelve or eighteen months in
the paddocks in order to get them into
condition again, and run the risk of loss
during that time. Then there is some-
thing to be said about the expenses. Tt
is not done for nothing. I have just run
out the figures. I engaged space for 3,000
bullocks this winter, and speaking on this
matier I want to say I had no difticulty
at all in geiting the space. It is snid at
these monster meetings that the ment ring
monopolise all the freight and that small
men- eannot gef room to put their stoek
on. I have been in this business for a
good number of years and bave never
once had the slightest diffieulty in gelting
space for all the eattic [ could provide.
This is the higgest deal I have had with
‘regard to numbers, and I engaged space
for the 3,000 bullocks and had ne difii-
culty in getting it. To-day these people
who have the boats chartered are finding
considerable difficulty, and do not know
where they will get caltle to fill their
space, I went into an office this morn-
ing, and the first thing said to me was,
“0Oh, T had just telephoned to vou five
minutes ago as 1 wanted to see vou parti-
caarlv.” Then ihey put before me several
daies of hoats to load at Derby, and
wanted Lo know what assistance I eould
vive with cattle to fill this space. A liitle
later there will be great difficulty, before
the senson is anywhere near ended, to get
cattle (o put into the hoats. We have no
féwer than nine boats running to the
Norih, four Singapore hoats, the “Min-
deroo.” the “Paroc,” the “Charon,” and
the “Gorgon.” all touching at ports and
loading stock. We have the “Allinga”
and the #Bullacra” alse running around
he coast, filling up with sfock every trip.
Then we have the “Moenta” running from
Fremanile to Derby direct and lifting
640 head a trip, the “Junee” running lo
Wyndham and lifting 600 a trip, and the
“Moira” running to Wyndham and lifting
570 a trip. I ean assure the House that
they cannoi keep up this strain,  The
gattle ave not in the North to bring down.
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There will be a great searcity, and I say
that ecattle are going to be dearer next
summer than they have been in this State
for a long time.

Hon, V. Hamersley: They ave finding
them for Manila,

Hon. E. MeLARTY : So mmeh depends
on the state of the country. If we have
a favourable season we do not want Gov-
ernment boats or Government help to
cheapen meat, but in a dronghty eountry,
which a great portion of the time misses
the rain, the cattle hecome miseraby poor.
Last yvear when there was a secareity and
the price of cattle was extremely high, a
statement was made by a imember in
another place that there were thousands
of cattle in a certain distriet in the North
and that people could not get space to
bring them to the markets. At that time
I was in communication with the very
stalion—there were only two in the part
referred to—and I had a relative on that
station who keeps me posted up even to
the extent of sending a telegram if there
is a shower of rain. At that time cattle
were dving in hundreds for want of water.
They were dying at the wells which they
had just been able to reacl, and the dead
careases were being dragged away by the
aid of horses. The same thing has oc-
curred this year in a great many plaees,
and [ am at a loss Lo know where a supply
will come from when the Kimberley sea-
son is over. That season is not going to
last very much longer. I make these ve-
marks to show that there is no necessity
for additional steamers. We have nine
boals on the roast, but we have not the
cattle to fill nine boats and to keep them
anything like going. A reference has heen
made to sheep whiech are to be brought
down by the Government steamer. The
sheep which are being brought in now are
for 1he most part drafted out and sold as
stores not fit 1o kill. If {he Government
can get sufficient to put into the boat,
then L say they cannot get Lhe quality and
the marketahle cattle, and time will prove
that my words are correct. Wilh refer-
ence to these 3,000 head of eattle to which
I have veferred. the drafling eost 3s, per
Lead. that is £730; wharfage at Derby
cosl 1s, 6d. a head, a total of £223; ihe
wharfage at Fremantle cost 1s. 10d. a



[10 Juuy, 1912.]

head, £273, and yarding dues at Robb’s
Jetty 3d. a bead, £40 10s. That is a total
of £340 10s., which I have lo pay to the
Government for the use of wharves at
Fremantle jus{ while the cattle vun on to
and off the steamer. When these cattle
are landed at Robb’s Jetty it costs another
£700 to rail them to places where they
are to he slanghtered. That 1is
another nice item for the Govern-
meni, making £1,230 10s., which goes to
the Government. For freight, fodder, and
attendance, in addition to these charges,
I have to pay £9,750 on the 3,000 bul-
locks, which makes a total of £11,740 ex-
penses, not including one shilling for pur-
chasing the cattle. These are the actual
expenses and we cannot get away from
them. If we add to them the losses I
have already indieated, namely 350 bul-
locks 1n a few weeks, and add to that
again the cripples we have to sell ot re-
duced prices or for whal we ean get for
them, and again dvaft the stores out,
members will find that we cannot supply
the butcher for less than is being done at
present. 'The Colonial Seevetary inter-
jected last night, “If ecattle are sold at
this price, why have I to pay 1s. 2d. a
pound for meat?’ These remarks are
taken up all over the State, and the con-
struetion put upon them is that the cost
of living is so high, and that meat is 1s.
2d. a pound. T am sorry the hon. gentie-
man s not in the Chamber becanse I do
not think he got a very satisfactory reply,
and I think T might bhe able to give him
a little light on the subjeect. I believe
what the Minister said. I know it is a
fact that as moeh as Is, 2d. a pound is
charged for fillet and romp steak. I will
tell hon, members why this price is
charged. With the publie there is a great
demand for this particular part of the
meat, and butehers have told me repeat-
edly ‘that if they were to put the price
up o 1s. 6d. they eould not meet the de-
mand. Frevvbody wants rump steak and
fillet, and no matter what is charged,
people will have these particalar cuts of
meat. On the other hand, they could get
meat, practically as good, for 7d. a pound,
and any quantity of it. The butehers put
on this very high price because they do
not want people to rush it. I know a
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business man in Perth who says notwith-
standing the price he is eharging, namely
1s. 2d. a pound, he is unable to supply
his eustomers, and he is importing scores
and scores of rumps of beef from the
Eastern States to get that particular eat
for the people. TWhen we take this steak
at 1s. 2d. a pound we must remember that
the butcher bas an enormous lump of bone
left. It would pay him better to sell the
romp in one piece at Sd. a pound than
fo cut the steak off and sell it at 1s. 2d.
a pound. That is what makes this eut
expensive. I do not know where the
Colonial Secvetary lives, but assuming
that he lives in West Perth and tele-
phones to a shop in Barrack-street for a
couple of pounds of fillet, the butcher
would have to send a man, horse, and
cart to deliver it. It costs a butcher in
Perth 1%d. a pound for delivering meat.
In faet be cannot do it for that. A lead-
ing buteher in this place told me if le
could do-away with all his horses and
carts and ail the men employed in the
delivery of meat he counld supply Lhe
publie, if they would go to his shop and
buy over the counter, at 3d. per pound
less than the price for which le could
deliver it. I quite believe him, for I
know this business. This matter has been
investigated, and it has been proved thai
the retail hnteher who delivers meat can-
not hold his own at the price he is get-

fing. That is the veason for the very
high price of meat. The expenses are
enormous.  Last Saturday I landed a

shipment of cattle at Fremantle. After-
wards I went into the offices of a firm
there, and I saw a good deal of woney
being paid out in wages. T remarked,
“You must pay a good bit every week
for running your husiness.” He replied,
“Yes, I pay over £100 in wages. The
expenses of running my business”—this
man has a shop and two branch shops—
“for wages, rents, fodder for twenty-two
horses employed daily, and for feeding
the stock at the slanghter yards, is £200
a week) Well, it takes a good many
pounds of steak at 1s. 2d. {o pay for that.
The public have no iden of the expense
involved in running a butcher’s business.
I would like to ask hon. members how
many butchers in this country have ever
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made any money, and I would further like
to ask whether they know of any other
business in the State in which so many
men have failed, and not paid for their
goods as in the butchering business? I
know of none. I have had considerable
experience and I know many butchers who
had the inclination to pay but were un-
able to do so. There is a misconception
altogether about the butchering business
and the Government will find that they
have been misleading the public and mis-
leading themselves. I believe they are
quite conselentions and that they think
they ean buy cattle for a mere hagatelle
in the North and land them here af a
cheap rate and supply people practically
for earrying the stuff away. That, how-
ever, will not be the result. I am suce
there will be great disappointment over
this stock trade. I believe the Goveru-
ment will get a good deal of tonnage on
the boats from the North on account of
the feeling of dissatisfaction among the
squatters. They consider they are paying
too dearly for their goods in those parts.
It is an enormons expense o send goods
to the stations in the North, and I myself
have complained repeatedly, but I have
found out that I am not paying as mueh
as the freights in other parts of the Cow-
monwealth.  Although I am not a ship-
ping man, I know that the risks are very
great in the North, and I know the ex-
penses are heavy, and I am not prepared
to say that these people who are running
steam boats ave coining money, or are
in a position to carcy on this business
for less. There have been strikes amongst
Inmpers, and agitations have been con-
tinually going on, and these have meant
econtinnously increasing cost. Two years
ago I conld have landed 3,500 bullocks for
£1,800 less than T ean land them for this
vear. The chief reason is the additional
expense that the shipowners are put to.
I am not an advoeate for the steamship
owners, but at the same time I desive to
do justice to every section of the com-
munity, and it must be borne in mjnd that
these people are cafering very well for
the North. If we compare the class of
boats which are engaged in the trade now
with those of a few years ago it will be
seen that the companies are not unmind-
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ful of the existing requirements. Take
that beauntiful, though ill-fated, steamer,
the “Koombana.” Tt seems to me like
extravagance to put sueh a magnifieent
boat on that tirade, but the Adelaide
Steamship Compapy invested a lot of
money when they put fhat boat there

for the convenience of passengers,
a vessel which was certainly good
enongh for a yaecht for His Ma-
Jesty. Then again the Singapore

boats have been replaced by a very fine
type of steamer. The “Minderoco” is a
very good stock-earrying boat. The soln-
tion of this whole guestion lies in two
facts, as stated by Mr. Connor last night.
One is in the ereetion of freezing works
in the far North, and this will be the
prineipal thing which will bring abeoit
the reduction in the price of meat down
here. The freezing works will be of im-
mense assistance to the squatters, heeanse
the waste ihat is going on at all those
stations is surprising, Hundreds of cattle
are lost that might be turned to useful
aceonnt in the way of canning, and {hings
of that sert. I do not know that the
people would go in for chilled meat us
much as for fresh meat, even if they had
it. The other alternative is that if you
cannoct get freezing works, there should
be properly fitted up and fast beats in
the trade. The present boats are not fitted
as they should be, and the resulf is theve
is a great deal of eruelty to stock hecause
of the calling in at every port. I have
given hon. members one instance where
twelve of my bullocks died whilst the
steamer was lying at the Broome jetty,
and bad that steamer been at sea I should
probably not have lost one. Stock suffer
exceedingly while the steamer is lying
still, so that what we want are fast, direct
boats to irade from Kimberley to Fre-
mantle.  The “Minderco” has made a
special trip, and has aceomplished” the
journey in five days; if we could get hoats
of that class to carry the stock from
Wyndham to Fremantle in five days there
is no question about it we ecould supply
the cattle at a cheaper rate, and make a
far better profit than we do af the pre-
sent time, Mr. Connor veferred to a firm
who had any amount of money hehind
them, and who started with a determina-



{10 Jury, 1912.]

tien of cutting prices, and running all
others out of the business. This was the
firm of Yuille & Co., who opened up a
fine shop in Barrack-street, and who were
going to upset things allogether. What
was the result; they went down and down,
and lost, so it is said, £30,000. I eannot
say whether they lost that, but I do know
that they lost an enormous sum of money,
and they were glad to wash their hands
of the business and clear out. I am quite
sure that many others have done the same
thing. With reference to the building
of abattoirs at North Fremantle and
Robb’s Jetty, I agree with M1, Connor
that North Fremantle is about the most
unsuitable place that ever could be
selected for the purpose. It is most ex-
pensive there. Sale yards have been
erected at this place, and the charges for
shunting and removing stock are so great
that I contend we do not want to heap
on that additional expense. What we
want to do 15 to reduce the expense, and
I am quite satisfied that to erect abattoirs
at North Fremantle will be a huge mis-
take. There are between 25,000 and
30,000 head of cattle landed each year at
Robb’s Jetty; there is plenty of reown
there, and there are facilifies there for
abattoirs and stoek yards and everything
that is requived. 1t is a convenient place
from which to get the stock away, and I
cannot understand why the Government
decided to go into that eramped corner at
North Fremantle, There is only one thing
in favour of North Fremantle as against
Robb’s Jetty, that is in very boisterous
weather it is possible to get alongside the
North mole and land the ecattle, when
oceasionally it is difficult to get alongside
Robb’s Jetty. That, however, does not
happen very often. Last week the
“Charon,” in coming alongside Kobb's
Jetty, did considerable damage, and when
the “Allinga” came in on Thursday morn-
ing the eaptain wonld net try to go
to the jetty, and I landed my cattle on
the wharf at Fremantle, and railed them
to Robb’s Jetty at considerable expense.
With regard to the price of stock at
anction sales, we have here very fluetuat-
ing markets. I made contracts for most
of my bullocks in the early part of the
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year, and I found in the month of May
I was travelling the stock 50 miles from
Fremantle to my place and railing them
to the various butchers, and I saw that
the very same class of cattle were being
sold at public auction at Robb's Jetty
and were realising 1d. and 1%d. per Ib.
more than I was getting. In the next
month I attended the sales, and I found
that T had an advantage, and that I was
getting better prices for my contraets,
and saving the expense c¢onnecied with
the auction sales, One never knows how
they are going to sell, but, on the whole,
the prices just now arve low, and as re-
cently as yesterday there were abont 200
cattle more than the market could absorb,
and they were a very fine guality too, and
sold at a very low priece. I am quite
certain that the Government will find, and
the publie will find, that all this demon-
stration on the part of the trades nnions,
the playing of brass babhds and eymbals
will be of no avail, and I imagine that the
dance will come later, and the taxpayers
will be those who will dance to the tunes
which have been played. The Govern-
ment will be astounded at the resuolts of
their venture, and then the publie will
torn round and say that the Government
made pledges at election time which no
doubt they tried to carry out faithfully
but failed.  While on this subject of
promises, I might mention thai there is
one that they failed to earry out, and that
was the reduction of their salaries by
£300; that in itself would have effected a
saving to the State of £1,800 a year, and
it would have been a greai consideration.
Althongh I do not envy Ministers what
they ave receiving for the responsible
positions they hold, and I eontend they
shtonld be well paid, yet, if they are carry-
ing out the rest of the programme in the
way of effecting reductions, I see no
reason why they should not carry ont that
of reducing their salaries as well. A great
deal has been sald with regard to this
meat business, and I might be exeused
for having dwelt upon it at such length.
I would like to mention that at a very
largely aftended meeting some time ago
one geutleman was addressing a erowd
and he gave a very pathetic aceonnt of
the way the meat ring treated the small
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squatter in the North. He gave an in-
stance of a man who had travelled 200
miles to a port, with a couple of hundred
fat bullocks; the steamer came into port,
and this is what T consider to be the most
unlikely story that I ever listened to. The
man said to the eaptain of the vessel that
he wanted him to take 200 bulloeks to
Fremantle, but the captain replied that
he was very sorry he could not do so as
the vessel was full up, and the steamer
went away, leaving the eattle at the port.
Of course the meat ring had representa-
tives there and they expressed great sym-
pathy for this man, and the result was,
to make a long story short, they offered
him 30s, a head for this lot of bullocks,
and they were readily handed over. 1
wonld like to know whether any common
sense man would ever believe such a story
as that. Will anyone tell me what squat-
ter would be twad enough to stari from a
station with a number of bulloeks withent
having engaged space beforehand; then
there must be fodder provided to feed the
stock, and provision must be made for
the stock to be looked after. Yet this
pathetic story wns told to a big crowd,
who, no doubt, believed it. There was
not, however, one word of truth in it,
from ‘beginning to end, and it was simply
in keeping with a great many other state-
ments made with regard to this meat ques-
tion. I have had a great many dealings
with one firm, which is supposed to be
the leading firm in the meat ring; I refer
to Emanuel Brothers. I have dealt with
these people to the extent of some thou-
sands of pounds, and I can say that I
never dealt with more honourable or more
liberal men. Whenever stock had a fav-
ourable trip, a trip without loss, and if
they strnek a good market here and
realised well on their cattle, I have known
them to write a cheque of £100 for the
men who brought the cattle down satis-
factorily; I have known them do this
also on several oceasions when I have
not known what amounts they gave,
Speaking for myself personally, T may
say that I was bringing cattle to this
market in conjunction with Mr. Emanuel.
We held a station belween us. We each
took what cattle we required. Mr. Em-
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anvel’s share was 180 head, and, want-
ing a good number at that particular
time, I said t¢ him that if he was not
wanting those cattle I would buy his in-
terest in them. After a brief eonsidera-
tion he said, “Give me £1 per head on the
station price and take the lot.”” When
the cattle arrived, I was sadly disap-
pointed to find that they were landed in
store condition and were not worth necarly
what T kad paid for them on the station,
and I had let myself in for £180 in
addition hy taking over My, Emanuel’s
share, That was the position when I
went to settle, but I did not make the
slightest demur. It was a straight-out
deal and T was guite prepared to stand
the loss. I was in the office of the man-
ager seftling up and Mr. Emanuel heard
my voice. He came in and asked the man-
ager if this matter had been settled; the
manager replied that I had paid for
the cattle. Mr. Emanuel said “Refund
that £180 to Mr, MeLarty; the caltle are
a disappointment to him and to me, and I
do not want to charge him a penny.’’
That is not the action of a man who is
robbing the publie. I speak thus of a man
who has treated me well and whe has
treated the public well. He has been a
henefactor to the Kimberley people. This
year I have had a larger business than
usual.  Mr. Emanuel has left the eoun-
try, he has been practieally hounded out
of it and he has given up all his eon-
nections here, and all his retail butehers’
shops, nunbering 21, T think. When the
Royal Commission sat some time ago to
inquire into the meat question Mr. Em-
anuel said that the Government then in
power could take over the whole of his
butchers’ shops as a going concern with-
out paying anything for goodwill. He
offered to deliver all of his own bullocks
to them at Derby for £4 per head, but the
Government did not take the offer and
thereby showed their good sense, Mr.
Emanuel closed every one of those shops
after losing an enormous amount of
money in the retail trade. He then closed
down on the purchasing of cattle in the
North, becanse he had had enough of that
too. IHe said that he would confine him-

self to breeding cattle on his own station,
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shipping them &own to market, and
taking whatever they realised at publie
auction. Now, I do not know why & man
should be stigmatised and abused as M.
Ewmanunel has been. What I am telling
the House is positive truth, and I can
substantiate every word of it. I will not
detain the House much longer, but T felt
very strongly on this question, and I
think that I had a right to give the House
information which some members were
not aware of and which the general publie
are not aware of. I faney the figures
I have guoted in regard fo my own ship-
ment of 3,000 Lead of cattle, namely, a
total eost of £11,741, without any inei-
dentals or any loss that may be ineurred
alfterwards, will astonigsh hon. members.
So far as the poliey of the Government
goes, I shall be just as ready in my place
in this House to support the Labour Gov-
ernment in any measore that I think is
ducive to the best intevests of the
State generally, as I was to support the
proposals of their predecessors or any
other Government in power I care not
a straw whether the Government are
Labour or Liberal so long as their Ad-
minstration is along lines whieh I think
are in the best interests of the people
generally. But, 1 my opinion, the whole
of this legislation is designed to benefit
one particular class of the community.
Its object is to pull down the man whe
has been thrifty and who has worked all
his life in this conuntry as I have done. 1
have worked very hard from an earlv age.
I bought land when I had the opportunity
and that I have torned to the best ae-
count; I have spent every shilling that T
earned for years in developing that along
the best lines, and I have six fine sons
to divide it amongst. 1 am taxed by the
roads boards and by the Federal and
State Governments, and the opinion seems
to be that I am not entitled to a bit of
that land when the poor man has none
—the man who perhaps has not bheen in
the State six months and will not stay
six months longer. I claim that T have
been as good a man to the workers as a
great many of the Labour agitators of
to-day who are vesponsible for a good

deal of the strife in this State.

When-
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ever a man comes along with a swag
on his back he never passes my house
without a meal. They tell me that
throughout the goldfields my place is
known as one where the traveller c¢an
rely on getting a good feed. I never:
turned a hungry man away from my door,
and I never will, Sometimes I give men
a few day’s employment when I have
really no need for them. On oececasions
men have come to me and told me such a
tale of woe, that I have put them in the
field with a few tools, and told them they
could have a few howrs’ work. When I
returned shortly afterwards I found the
tools on the ground and the men gone.
I bave had men come to my place saying
they were starving and I have given them
a few shillings to buy food and a bed,
and told them to come next day and I
would find work for them to do, but I
never saw them again. I have even paid
passages of men in the Hastern States
who told me that they were withont work
and without means to get to the West, but
never in one instance did I receive one
penny back for those passages. Only a
few days ago in viding home T mef {wo
fine young fellows near the Pinjarrah
rathway station, and they inquired of wme
the way to the-State sawmill at Dwelling-
up. I showed them the road, but =said
that the train would be coming in in a few
minutes and they could travel by it and
thus save themselves a three miles’ walk.
They answered that the Railway Depart-
ment wanted 1s. Gd. each fov their pas-
sages, that they had not a cent in their
pockets, and that they had had nothing
to eat since the preceding day. I said
to them, “The station yard is full of union
nmen, and why don’t you ask them for a
few shillings to pay younr passages; that, I
understand is the idea of unionism.” They
replied that they knew too much about
nnionism te ask the men for assistance
in that way. I do not want to boast abouk
it, bat I paid their passages and gave
them some money with which to get food.
I said to them, “If yon are homest men
vou will send me back this money and it
will help some other poor fellow who may
come along. However, you ean please
yourselves.” Of course, I never expect to
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see a penny piece of it baek, but I just
want to say that although I am designated
as a great opponent of the poor working
man I have always tried fo help any ran
who was in distress. As an employer I
" have men in my service who have been
with me since their boyhood days, and
have grown up in my employ. If they
were bady treated they would not bave
stayed a week, but if they do leave me
they come hack again. T pay them and
feed them as well as any master in the
State. The man who has to earn his
living by the sweat of his brow has my
sympathy and I treat him well.  The hon.
member referred to the men working
underground and the pioneers of the gold-
fields. Often when moving ahout as a
Lbushman in (he early days T have been
struek with the pluck and perseverance of
some of these men, going into wild coun-
try, not knowing where they would find
the next drink of water, and with nothing
to guide them in those days. I have been
impressed, indeed, with the couvage they
must have had to have pursued their eall-
irg perhaps for months together, and if
they succeeded T say ol the prospector,
as 1 say of the ploneer squatter, they de-
sarve all they gel aud should have the
well-wishes of every person in the State.
1 desite to say in conelusion' that 1 will
support the amendment when it cowmes
te a division,

Hon, C. SOMMERS (Metropolitan) :
Like other hon. members who have spoken,
I desive to extend a hearty weleome to
ihe new members in this Chamber. I was
very much impressed with the speeches
delivered by Mr. Sanderson, Mv. Lynn,
and Mr. Colebatch, and by their earnest-
ness and determination to give every mea-
sure infroduced into this Chamber careful
consideration free from party bias. That
is as it should be, and I am glad to hear
them say that. 1 am sure also that they
will earry out their intentions to the fuil.
In regard to the meat question, a great
deal already has heen said, and T do not
intend to wearvy the House at any great
length, but having come fresh from the
people, T think it is a duty to my sup-
porters that T should say something on
this most importanl guestion. T said dur-
ing the election that anything which could
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be done to cheapen the meat sapply lo
the consumer would have my heartiest sup-
porl, I outlined then what my ideas on
the subjeet were, and I said that the Gov-
ernment were adopting the wrong me-
thod of endeavouring to cheapen the price
of meat, They should have gone in for
chilling works and given that system a
frial. T am sure such works would have
been successful, but the present venture
T believe must end disastrously for this
State. The thanks of this Chamber arve
due to Mr. Connor for the exhaustive in-
formation which he supplied in regard to
this matter, He threw a flood of light
an this question, and although he spoke
for over two hours, it was a pleasure to
listen {o him beeause he Lknew what he
was talking abont and backed up his
statements by figures which he offered to
hand over to the Minister in charge of the
House. Mr.- McLarty who has just
spoken, T listened to with great intervest
indeed, partieularly in regard to the early
experiences and  hardships of his bro-
thers, I say that they deserve nothing
less than they have got, and I, for one,
never begrudge any suceess to those who
have had to face the strennous irials of
the old days. When lisiening to Mr. Con-
nor I contd not help thinking that the
Colonial Secretary must have heen im-
pressed with the fact that the Govern-
ment would have done well to have con-
sulied him hefore embarking on this haz-
ardous undertaking. A wise man about
to embark his money in a new venture
would vaturally take all the steps possible
to get the fullest information as to ihe
prospects of success before investing his
money in it; and if a man will do that
with his own money, how much more
should trustees controlling other people’s
moneys do it? The Government are (rus-
tees of {he money of the people of the
State, and money is loaned to us io use
judiciously and with due regard to all
inquiries that should be made in vezard
to new veniures. Trustees siould he more
especially eareful, knowing the money
they are dealing with is not their own.
The Government, having from the hust-
ings for polilical purpeses promised a
cheap meat supply, have now lightly set

_aut tn carry ont their prowise made with-
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out due regard to the consequences or
prospeets of sneeess, and I think they will
find it diffieult Lo make it profitable. How
can we expeet the Government, trameiled
by all sorts of red tape regulations, to be
successful? T have had experience and
patd severely for it, and I am satisfied
there ave easier and safer investinents
for ong’s capital than entering into {he
meat trade, Shoruly after T came here in
1894 I zould see from my experience on
the goidfields that the meat snpply was a
very difficult question, and that meat was
very dear; and it suggested itself to me,
and to some of my friends who were back-
ing wme, that ii would be a good invest-
ment to charier boats with chilling space,
and bribg meat over from the Eastern
States to supply it to the goldfields. A
small ecompany was formed and chilling
works  were built  at Coolgardie,
and I secured ail the available
space on  the “Bullarra” and the sister
boat owned by the Adelnide Steamship
Company, and we were able every week
to land something like £2,000 worth of
chilled and frozen products. We opened
shops in Perth, Fremauntle and Cool-
gardie; and although money was plenti-
ful in those days, I regret to say, owing
to the cost of distribution and the other
costs and bad dehis, this meat venture
was very unprofitable indeed. It may
have been my fault; possibly it was;
but we have only to remember thai men
who have had mueh more experience than
I had found it an unprofitable venture.
Such men as Yuill and Co,, who have
their chilling works in pretty well every
pavt-of the globe and have trained men
following up the pursuit, making it a
special study, we have only to see what
happended to them recently when they
endeavoured here to ight their opponents
and cheapen the meat for the metropoli-
tan area. Mr. Connor told us that Yuill
& Co. lost £80,000 in eighteen months, T
.have been trying to get better informa-
tion with regard to that, because a rela-
tive of mine was manager of the concern
for portion of the time they were in busi-
ness. I believe the actual facts were that
in eighteen months they lost £50,000, Yet
this was a firm that brought years of ex-
perience into the business, and had an
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accumulated capital, despite which they
failed. And wnow the Governient, to
carry ouf a promise made on the hust-
ings, a promise made really to eatch votes
—that is my opinion; that it was some-
thing on which to go to the country—
lightly set out and embark on this hazard-
ous business expecting success where men
with unlimite@ ecapital and experience
have failed. There are others who used
to be in the retail business who have also
gone out of it. They found that the re-
tail business was not whal they thought
it was.  Connor, Doherty and Durack,
and Copley, and Emanuel Brothers
have all retired from the retail business,
and others have found it very naprofit-
able. T made it my business, through
the slight training T had in the early days
in the meat trade in the other States, to
investigdte the figures of the leading
firms, and this is what I found from =a
perusal of the figures of oene firm that
has gone out of the business. The per-
centage of gross profits to cost was
barely 25 per eent. We will say it was
25 per cent. for the sake of argument;
it is near enough. The percentage of
shopping and distributing expenses
amounted to 30 per cent., showing a loss
on*distributing of 5 per cent. This 30
per eent. for disiributing is not inclusive
of such items as rent of head office,
salaries and general expenses, manage-
ment generally, diseounts and allowances
—which are no small item— provision for
bad and doubtful debts—that is where
the trouble comes in—or allowance for de-
preciation of plant and improvements on
leagehold. This means that when the
lease is up the owner may probably want
the place for another purpose and the
expense they are put to on improvements
is lost. The cost of distributing wiped
out the 23 per cent, Mr. Connor told us
last night conelusively that the average
price of meat on the hooks—to use his
own term—was something like 2%d. to
3%d. per pound, and that in April of
this year the highest price was 3lhd.
The leader of the House told us that
he was paying 1s. 2d. for his meat, but
3%d. per pound is the highest price
Kimberley cattle has produced in the
dead meat market, One naturally looks
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round for all these rich retail butehers
who arg in business. It is part of my
business to get some of that money to
put into other ventures, but I have not
yet found a rich retail butcher; and tak-
ing into consideration the enormous loss
and the small profit, we will find there
are no rieh retail butehers, while if we
read the Trade Circular we will find tbat
some of them are poorer than that. If
that is the real state of affairs, how can
we possibly hope that the Government,
with employees doing the Government
stroke, and with expensive management,
and with the eredit system and Trades
Hall interference, can expect to make
this trade pay? It is an utter impossi-
bility. Ocecasionally there will be strikes,
TWhen a strike occurs, every striker will
look to the Glovernment buteher for eredit
when he is out of work, and I earrimagine,
the position of a Government manager of
any particular shop in any locality. I
presume that if the Government earry out
their policy to fthe utmost they must
open shops, and I ean quite imagine the
agitation of the Political Labour Party if
eredit is refused; I ean quite imagine
what Mr. M¢Callum would say, beeause
he tells us that the Trades Hall is praec-
tically the power behind the throne. My
family are at present residing in the
country and I am living for the time
being at the Perth Club, and I ean assure
the House that the Perth Club does not
distribute the worst of food. Tn fact I
venture to say that one ecan get the best
of anything there, the best joints and the
best fish, As a member of the Club, I
had the right to ask, and I found out that
the average price at which the eclub is
supplied with the best of joints is 6l4d.
a pound, and these joints include the very
best joints it is possible to get.

The Colonial Seeretary: That is a
special quote.

Hon, C. BSOMMERS: Of course, and
I was going to put the question to Mr.
O'Brien if he had heen in the House,
Probably he would be able to tell us that
the price he pays is not more than 5%d.
or Gd. at the most.

The Colonial Seeretary : Quite likely.

[COUNCIL.)

Hon. ¢ BOMMERS : The big eon-
sumer naturally gets special prices. I
am only trying to show that meat is
actually cheap here.

The Colonial Secretary :
a pound for the best steak.

Hon. C. SOMMERS : I wonder that
Mr., Drew persists in that silly talk. T
have slaughlered eattle, and I know how
much of this particular variety of steak
is in a ordinary carease; and if one will
insist on gettiug that of eourse ome
has to pay for it; bat to try to mislead
the people and gei them to snppose that
it is the nverage priece of beef in Perth,
when I have quoted these figures of the
Perth Club, 1s arrant nonsense. I thought
the hon. member had more sense than to
try to harp on that subject. Cheap meat
was a good election ery, just as the same
as cheap fish and cheap potatoes. The
Labour party have made a lot of mis-
statements in rvegard to this question.
and they find now they have embarked on
it what foolish people they were to af-
tempt it, but we as taxpayers are to
foot the hill. Now we come to cheap fish
The Premier in a speech during my elee-
tion ecampaign told the public he was go-
ing to give them cheap fish, and many
other things. He said that we had the
finest fishing grounds, the finest fish,
and the finest variety of fish in the whole
world. I have travelled somewhat and
tasted some good fish in other parts of
the world, but I never knew until T read
the Premier’s remarks that we had the
finest variety and that we were going to get
fish at the cheapest price praetieally in the
world. These words were trash and idle
talk, and such statements will eome home
to roost. There was a former member
of this House—I am glad I eannot refer
to him as a Labonr member, but he was
a sort of ‘*Jim Crow;'’ T refer to Mr.
Thomas Brimage—that gentleman em-
havked on the fishing trade some vears
azo; and Mr. MeLarty, Siv Edward Wit-
tenoom, and Mr. Jenkins know all about
the fish, and I think My. President conld
tell us something about this company.
The gentleman T mention was so imbued
with the idea of a magnificent spee. that
he induced a lot of people to form a com-

It is 1s. 2d.
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pany, and they bought boats, just the
same as the Government have, and went
looking for fish, but in four months, under
the control of Mr. Brimage as managing
director, this limited lability ecompany
spent the whole of the capital, Not only
did it do that, but by some means which I
do not understand under the Companies
Act the shareholders had to pay an extra
call over and above the pound share in
order to pay the debts of the company.

Hon. J. E. Dodd (IHonorary Minister) :
Where was your business capacity there?

Hon. C. SOMMERS : I was not a di-
rector. For my £50 I never even got the
smell of a fish; I never saw the scale of
one. I told the House that my short ex-
perience of the meat trade satisfied me
there was safer and easier means of
making mouey than embarking on that
line. I am sorry I did not include the
word “‘fish’’ when I saidl ‘meat.”’ Now
in regard to this magnificent fishing
ground on our coast, and the splendid
variety of fish to be secured, the Federal
trawler recently visited the coast and
made a number of hauls. I have here a
newspaper eclipping which shows the re-
sult. It is as Lollows :(—

The Federal trawler, “Endeavounr,”
which returned from a 14 daxs’ eruise
on Tuesday night, and anchored in the
Roads, entered the harbour on Wednes-
day merning, Trawling operations were
conducted in from about 97 to 120
fathoms hetween Fremantle and Ger-
aldton, but no hetter results were ob-
tained than on the two previous eruises,
When off Geraldton one haul realised
no less than 1,120 stingrays, these fish
eomprising the whole catch.

Where does the variety come in? We are
told it is the finest fishing ground in the
world, with the finest variety, yet the whole
of this iraol consisted of one variety in
it. One does get tired of always having
the same kind of fish. The paragraph con-
tinues—-
The next net raised to the surface
bronght to light 8§30 stingrays. “This,”
said Captain Pim, “was quite a unique
experience. I think we must have strack
a breeding ground. Mr. Gale, I notice,
netted 200 stingrays in this locality on

one occasion, hut with them he obtained

a number of whiting. In the deeper

water we found, as on the previous

cruises, dense growths of sponge, whilst
the bottom for the most part was very
rocky and unsmitable for frawling.

When about 60 miles off Fremantle on

Tuwesday we dropped the net in about

120 fathoms of water, and when it was

raised to the surface again it contained

no less than two tons of sponge. The
weight of the edible -fish was only
40lb. The latter included 28 rock pereh,

2 parrot fish, 1 zebra, 5 dories, 2 jack-

ass perch, 4 flathead, and 6 leather

Jackets. There is no doubt,” concluded

Captain Pim, “that at this time of the

year at any rate there are not sufiicient

fish to keep a trawler in commission in

the waters between here and Gerald-

ton.”
Let us hope there are at sometime of the
year, “The finest fishing ground in the
world and the finest vaviety of fish.” Is
it not ulter trash to talk like that? For
the Premier of the State, who has never
travelled outside of Australia, to talk
about the finest fishing ground in the
world! How can fish be made cheap by
the Government? Nobody has told us.
Already the private fishing hoats supply-
ing the Murchison Goldfields and Perth
go as far north as Carnarven for their
supplies.

Hon, R. G. Ardagh: They ought to go
to Esperance.

Hon, €. SOMMERS: So far a= the
west coast is coneerned, the boais go von-
siderable distances north of Carnarvon.
Tn order to make fish cheap, will the Gov-
ernment employ men to eateh this fish at
standard wages; will they pny overrime
for wet and rough days? TIf they will not
do this, for it is against their ereed. will
they limit the hours of work to eight. and,
if so, will the men be allowed to knoek
off. perhaps jusi as the fish are beginning
to bite?

Hon. J. F. Cullen: They will have to
bite quieckly if the men are to stay.

Hon. C. SOMMERS: Well, you eould
not expeet the men to eontinue working
after five o'clock, cerlainly not Govern-
ment men. Then we come to the distribu-
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tion. Every householder knows that the
fisl are brought round, as a rule, before
eight o'clock in the morning. Many
housewivez will only take the fish on (he
condition that the hawler cleans it for
them: they will not be bothered wiih it.
The ordinary housewife will not bother
her head aboui fgh; indeed we are not
the fish-ealing eommunity that the Govern-
ment would have people believe.

Hon. R. G. Ardagh: There is the Kal-
goorlie market.

Hon. C. SOMMERS: Do not talk to
me about Kalgoorlie. I was in Kalgoor-
lie before ever you were. I was there
in 'ninety-five when you were not, so don't
you talk to me about Kalgoorlie. You
talk about something yon know something
of. Even if the Government secure the
fish, will they allow their men to work
eight hours a day and call round for or-
ders? I veniure to say “No.”” The whole
thing is a humbug; it is only an election
cry to cateh votes. “Cheap fish” was an
election ery just ns “leasehold instead of
freehold,” and “day labour wersus con-
tract.” T eannot help saying that during
the election eampaign a great deal of stuff
came out, and T found out that the Lahour
party, as a rule, do not practise their
principles in regard to leasehold and free-
bold. and day labour as against eontract.
It is a well-known fact that the Premier
himself, in the only land dealings he has
had, other than the unfortunate ones with
My, Bath in April. has econfined himself
to freehold, and the only buildings he has
erected have heen erected by contract, and
nol by day labour. That is something for
the Trades Hall to consider. Now, all
these Government schemes for interfering
with privale enterprise were brought for-
cibly to mind on reading an item of news
in this morning's TWest Australian. It
certainly throws a little light on Govern-
ment enterprises in Manitoba, and con-
cerns our whent wrowers and the public
generally. It is as follows: —

An experiment in Government hand-
ling of wheat on behalf of farmers in
Manitoba has turned out unfavourably
{says the Argus). According to a re-
eent despatel to the Times, the provinee
devoted 1.000,000dol., or over £200,000
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sterling, to the purchase and construe-
tion of elevators, which were worked in
competition with private elevators. Dur-
ing the last four months of 1911 on the
Canadian Northern railway 2,360 cars
were loaded from Government elevators,
and 5,279 cars from private elevators;
while on the Canadian Paeific railway,
2,374 cars were despatehed from Gov-
ernment and 6,126 cars from private
elevators. The deficit on the operation
of the system in 12 months was
100,000dol., or over £20,000. The Pre-
mier of Manitoba, Mr, R, P. Roblin,
has stated in the Provincial Legislature
that the Government embarked upon
the experiment as the result of a long
popular agitation in which it was repre-
sented that the grain dealers were rob-
bing the farmers, and that the panacea
was to be found in (Government-
owned elevators. “I took the voice of
the demagogue,” said Mr. Roblin, “for
the volee of the publie, and I conse-
quently made a mistake.” He conld not
explain why the publie elevators did not
receive a large patronage, particularly
as the Elevator Commission was con-
trolled by the formner president of the
Grain Growers’ Association; but it was
not the determination of the Govern-
ment to buy or build any more eleva-
tors, and it was in negotiation with a
company, and if an agreement counld
be cffected it would cease to operate
elevators altogether.

That is on Gov-

com-

all-fours with our
ernment going inte trade and
peting  with private persons. Now,
as shown in this newspaper eutting,
Mr. Roblin tells us that why the Govern-
ment embarked on these enterprises was
beeause of a public clamour and because
it was asserted that the wheat growers
were robbing the public. I wish to draw
the attention of the leader of the House
to this, that he might mark, learn, and
inwardly digest it. When the Govern-
ment get their meat and fish schemes
going I hope they will have made provi-
sion for the various setbacks common to
nearly every business; and I want to know
if they are providing against strikes
among fheir employees, because it is quite
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possible they will get these. Since they
took control of the Treasury benches
strikes are not unknown, even among
State employees at the Midland Junstion
workshops, and now we are threatened
with the strike on the TFest Australian
because the proprietor gave evidenee in
a recent court case. Admittedly the trade
unicnist is a hard taskmaster to serve.
When these strikes ocenr the strikers seem
te lose their heads altogether, and have
no regard whatever for their fellow men.
I would just like to quote the following
from Broken Hill; a strike occurred a
few months ago, during the eleetions, and
‘was based on the dismissal of a waitress—

Broken Hill, May 8.

The trouble between the hotel and
restaurant employees’ union and M,
Riechers, the licensee of the Free-
masons’ hofel, has reached an acute
stage. 1r. Riechers discharged a waii-
ress, and refused to comply with the
demand made by the union for her re-
instatement. A majority of the staff
employed by bim held that he was
right, and deeided to remain in his em-
ployment. A special meeting of the
union was held last night. The meeting
was at times stormy, and one member
of the hLotel staff, who held out for
what lhe eonsidered to he right, wus
shown the door, Ultimately, after a
prolonged diseussion, the members of
the hofel staff agreed to abide by the
decision of the union, and promised to
give their employer 48 hours’ notice of
their intention o cease work unless the
waitress In question was reinstated.
This notice was given this morning. The
lignor trades employees’ union last
nicht decided not to supply beer or
other woods to the Freemasons’ hotel
while the trouble remained unsettled.
The position is a somewhat extraordin-
ary one. The employees of the Free-
masons’ hotel do not wish to leave, hut
they say that they will have to do so,
or be branded as blacklegs,

It makes one tired. Hon. members might
remember that in this morning’s West
Auestraliasr we found something in inter-
est to Western Australia in conneetion
with the Trans-Australian railway. The
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first shipment of sleepers was sent from
Busselton to Port Augusta, and when the
shipment was ready for landing at the
port the lnmpers, who had been getting
Os, a day, struck for 12s, The local man-
agers did not know what to do, so they
wired the Federal Government, and the
answer came back, “Pay the 12s.* I men-
tion these facts because this was a strike
of Federal employees handling Federal
goods for the Trans-Australian rvailway.
They were hot asking for a small, reason-
able rise, and going to the Arbitration
Court, but for a rise of from 9s. to 12s.
Of course the taxpayers will have to pay
that. These Federal trustees for the whole
of the Australian people are giving away,
without the slightest hesitation, a rise of
25 per cent. on the ruling rates.  The
Hon, Mr. Moss said he regretted he would
have to refer to the loss on the work
known as the Fremantle Dock. Naturally
the Speech of the Governor males rvefer-
ence to that work. We ail vegret that a
small eommunity of 300,000 people are
faced with a loss of two hundred thousand
to a quarter of a million of money, and
there is the point I would like to be en-
lightened upon by the Government. It is
appavent that someone has blundered. but
no attempt seems to have been made ‘o
fix the blame on the one who has blund-
ered. The money has practically been
dropped into the sea, and there is no ex-
pression, even of regret, as far as we
know, and the blame is not fixed on any-
one. Had this happened to any private
firm a striet inquiry would have been held
immediately, and those responsible would
have been punished, if it was shown that
the blunder was due to neglect. Even
ordinary eare does not seem to have been
axereised by the professional heads of the
depariment, or such a state of. affairs
could not bave arisen. In a work esti-
mated to eost about one million, or even
over that, borings should have been made
to thoroughly test the ground, particularly
when it was known that the bottom was
of a treacherous nature. When the Biil
was under consideration we were told that
the water boiled up from the bottom, and
that the ground was treacherous, and we
would naturally think that the profes-
sional men, our advisers who have ex-
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pended this money on a work which I
think was never justified from the state
of tlie finances and the population of the
country, would have thoroughly tested the
ground. .

Hon. A. G. Jenking: They ouly put
down 70 borings.

Hon. €. SOMMERS: Well that shows
a disgraceful state of affairs, and who-
ever was guilty of negleet should be fired
out as soon as the blame is fived.

Hon. J. E. Dodd (Honorary Minister) :
Who fixed the site of the dock?

Hon, C. SOMMERS: I believe Sir
Whateley Eliot,

Hon. J. E. Dodd (Honorary Minister) :
Are not politicians more to be blamed
than the professional men?

Hon. C. SOMMERS: No. All that the
politicians say is that a doek is desired,
Naturally those who represent the port
are eager that the harbour should be
equipped with such conveniences, but no
politician worthy of the name would take
any risk with the people’s money, amount-
ing to a million or a million and a half, at

“a site where the bottom is treacherous,
without taking every possible care. I am
a grazier among other things, and no pru-
dent farmer, intending to excavate an
ordinary stock tank of 2,000 or 3,000
yards, would neglect first of all to put
down trial holes to test the bottom. The
Hon. Mr, Piesse has put down many of
these tanks, and for a 2,000 yard dam
he would not undertake the work until he
knew by sinking, or horing, what he would
have to go through; otherwise, after get-
ting down a few feel, a rock might be
struck and the work have o be aban-
doned. Any man who was guilty of such
negleet would he fired out by his em-
plover. Yet these men, professional men,
after spending £200,000 without putting
down the necessary number of trial holes,
come to the Government and practieally
say. “Please sir, we are very sorry but
your money has dropped into the bottom
of the sea.”

Hon. J. E. Dodd (Honorary Minister) :
Did not the engineer emphatically state
that he had doubts about the site?

Hon. C. SOMMERS: If Le did have
doubts it was his duty to put them on
record and make it plain to the Ministry

[COUNCIL]

that doubis existed. Then, instead of
putting down 70 holes, he should have put
down sufficient to test the bettom thor-
oughly. 'The doek is not much bigger than
Parliament House, and unless 3 man had
lost his hiead altogether, surely he would
bave taken the necessary precantions. The
neost searching inguiry should be insti-
tnted by the Government at once. It
should be conducted by an independent
board altogether, and those responsible
should be allowed to go elsewhere, because
this small eommunity of 300,000 people
eannot afford any more risky blunders of
sueh a costly nature as this. I regret
very mueh that this great work has thus
been set back for many years. It is the
duty of the present Government, as the
eustodians of our money and as the

masters of the professional depart-
ment, {o see that these men are
competent, and that they do not
make further blunders at the ex-

pense of the State. We can lose £200,000,
which 1s an immense fortune, and yef,
exeept for a reference in the Governor's
Bpeech, the thing is to be forgotten. I
would not be deing my duty to my eon-
stituents if I did not demand a most
searching and thorough inquiry. Regard-
ing the Trades Hall grant, coming fresh
from the poll, as I do, I ecannot help ve-
ferring to it, yet I feel too indignant even
ab this late stage to speak calmly on it
beeause it is a most scandalons abuse of
political power. e hear a great deal
about c¢lean government and clean ad-
ministration, and yet one of the most
scandalous things perpetrated has been
committed by the Seaddan Government,
and, I presame, with the consent, of the
leader of this House. Words fail to ex-
press my indignation, but T will read a
reference from the Melbourne Argus on
this subject—

The Argus, commenting on Labour
polities, says that the Labour leaders
are growing less and less scrupulons in
their methods, as their hope of obtain-
ing a renewal of power anywhere in
Aunstralia hecomes more and meore re-
mote. Only yesterday we learnt that
the Scaddan DMinistry have subsidised
the erection of a Trades Hall in Perth
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by a grant of £1,000, and have offered
to purchase the freehold of the land on
whieh it stands, in order to hand it
over to the trades unions on a perpetual
lease. This is a shameless application
of the spoils to the victors’ policy and
outdoes preference to unionists by the
directness and simplicity of the bribe
offered out of public funds. Supposing
the Fmployers” Federation in Perth or
the Independent Workers’ Union, if
there be a branch in that eity,.ap-
proached Mr, Seaddan with a request
for a building grant, with what scarn
would the applieation be refused. Yet
the Ministry has no more right to sub-
sidise one such institution more than
another. The Labour party seems to
have no notion of what breaeh of {rust
means. It aets as if it regarded all
public funds passing through its hands
as its own, to seatter amongst its sup-
porters as it pleases,

Hon. J. E. Dodd {Honorary Minister) :
This is one of the election eries.

Hon, €. SOMMERS:
this.

The PRESINENT: The hon. member
must address the Chair.

Hon. C. SOMMERS: As a result of
these interjectipns I cannot help drawing
attention to a choice piece in this refer-
ence from the Argus—

But electors ave watehful and resent-
ful, and each new cutrage on the prin-
ciples of honest governmeni will in-
erease the punishment when the day of
reckoning arrives,

That day of reckoning will arrive sooner
than they think and these scandalous
things will not be forgotten,

Hon. J. E. Dodd {Honorary Minister) :
A pure election cry and dodge.

Hon. C. SOMMERS: Yes, to satisfy
your trades unions,

Hon, J. E. Dedd (Honorary Minister) :
Nobody knows better than you that it is
80

Just listen to

Hon.- C. SOMMERS: During my
twelve vears of Parliamentary life I have
never heard of a more scandalous abuse
of power.

Hon. J. E. Dodd (Honorary Minister}):
Tommy rot.
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Hon. C. SOMMERS: Well, do not try
any more tommy rot of this kind.

The PRESIDENT: I must ask the
hon, member to address the Chair.

Hon, C. SOMMERS: Coming to the
Savings Bank question, I say the neglect
of the Seaddan Government is a inost
serious one for our people, and I for one
strongly profest that no steps have been
taken to profect {his institution and save
it to the State, Mr. Scaddan is the ouly
one of the State Premiers, as far as I
koow, who has belrayed his trusi to the
people. TFirst T may tell hon, members
that in our own Legislative Assembly Mr.
Beaddan spoke on this question as fol-
lows :—

I have already considered ways and
means for carrying on our State Sav-
ings Bank apart allogeiher from any
Commaonwealth buildings or assistance.
Personally—

The Colontal Seeretary:
are out of order.

Houn, C. SOMMERS:
know in what way.

The Colonial Secretary: Quoting a
debate from another Chamber.

Hon. C. SOMMERS: 1 know 1 am
not out of order for I have looked up the
Standing Orders.

The PRESIDENT: Is this from the
present session’s debates?

Hon. C. SOMMERS: No.

The PRESIDENT: Then vou are in
perfect order.

Hon, C, SOMMERS: Bven if T were
out of order in an importaut question like
this, is it proper for the hon. member to
draw attention to it. It is a mafter of
very grave imperianee to the reople of
this State,

The PRESIDENT: Yes; the Standing
Orders must be obeyed.

Hon. C. SOMMERS : Never mind that;
but I ask is it not possible for the Min-
ister in an importunt matter like this—

The PRESIDENT: I resent that’
statement, “never mind.” Our Standing
Orvders are rules which give us every
freedom of dehate and it is your duty to
support themt and my duty to uphold
them.

T 'think you

I would like to



282

Hon. C. SOMMERS: T abide by your

decision. Members of this House will
form their own opinion regarding the
good taste of the Minister, T will read
the extract again in case the Minister has
missed any of it—

1 have already considered ways and
menns for carrying on our State Sav-
ings Bank apart altogether from any
Commonwealth buildings or assistance.
Personally, T think we ean make use of
onr many schools in the various dis-
tricts, and in many eases of the ten-
chers established in those schools. It
is doubtful whether a Premier's Con-
ference was ever called together where
the Premiers representing the various
States were so unanimous on a ques-
tion, as in this instanee,

Hon. M. L. Moss: When was this?

Hon. C. SOMMERS: The Premier
went to the Conference, and T remember
reading an interview which he gave to
the Press in Melbourne, He told the in-
terviewer that on leaving Nelbourne Mr.
Fisher had shaken him warmly by the
hand and expressed his grateful thanks
to him for assisting the Commonwealth
in agreeing to their proposals. Thus Mr.
Fisher got hold of the Premier and all I
can say is, poor Mr. Scaddan, poor West-
ern Ausiralia. Mr. Scaddan was sent to
represent the State and he said it was
donbtful whether a Premiers’ Conference
was ever called together where the Pre-
miers representing the various States were
S0 unanimous on a question as in this
instanee. Did he mean unanimous in sav-
ing the Savings Bank to this State? Then
he said Mr. Fisher shook him warmly by
the hand.

Hon., W. Patrick: That fixed him.

Hon. C. SOMMERS: Yes, we have
beard of a lady who fixed a flower on
everv new supporter that came to the
House; that was supposed to fix him. In
this ecase, however, Mr. Fisher shook him

by the hand and expressed his grateful
thanks to him for assisting the Comman-
wealth in agreeing to their proposals and
I repeat, poor Mr. Scaddan, poor Western
Australia. Mr. Moss, the other night
stated that the Labour party were unifiea-
tionists and he was right. We have only
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to contrast Mr. Seaddan’s action and the
hand-shaking process when he gives away
our rights, with his utterances in the
Legislative Halls of Western Australia.
As a metropolitan member I think it iz
only right that I should say something
in conneetion with fhe propoesal to nation-
alise the trams. 1 will say right away
that I believe under the peculiar cirenm-
stances of the distriets surrounding
Ferth, and the complications with regard
to the various tenures and agreements
that the (lovernment are right in nation-
alising Lhe system. I think though that they
entered into the propasal rather hur-
riedly and they have nat made the best
business deal il was possible to make,
perhaps becanse of their desire to have
something to be able to tell Parliament
when it met, and in doing this they are
giving away more of our money than is
necessary. But with regard to the City
of Perth, when the Government take over
the coneession, T trust that the City will
get a fair deal. At the present time
Perth holds, what [ consider to be a
fivst mortgage over the tramway system.
They get three per cent. of the revenue
earned which amounts to a good deal,
and they have the right te use the poles
for electrie lighting purposes and the
trams after midnight for the removal
of offal and nightseil and at the end of
ten or twelve years they will have 1he
right to buy the system at a valuation
and eventually get it altogether free of
cost. I believe that prior to this arrange-
ment having been entered into, the Com-
pany expressed their intention of paying
the City an extra £1,000 per annum if the
City Couneil would forego their right to
purchase. With all these concessions one
must realise that the city has a very val-
uable concern in the tramway system,
whieh, if takeu away eompulsorily, must
be paid for at a fair valuation. With
regard to land settlement the Speech
tells us that it is geing on satisfactortly
and *even more satisfactorily than it did
when Mr. Mitchell was booming it for
all he knew. I for one do not helieve
that land settlement is going on satisfae-
torily and I think those members of

this Honse who have had the opportun-



[10 Jury, 1912.]

ity of going about the country will bear
me out in this statement.

Hon W. Patrick: It is absolutely
dead around Geraldion.

Hon. €. SOMMERS : T have asked
that I shonld be supplied with a return so
that T might be able to guote from official
figures, but that return, which would 1ot
necessitate a great deal of work has not
been forthcoming. I know exactly what
I asked for and as I was Minister for
Lands for a short time, I know that if
the books of the Department are kept
as they should be the information could
have been procured in less than half a
day. Yet though T asked for the in-
formation in the form of a question when
the House first met and I was requested
to move for a return, I am not likely to
have the information until to-morrow. I
am forced to speak now without it,
because I shall not be here when the de-
bate will end to-morrow. We all know
that the Government blundered very
badly through the Minister for Lands,
whose regulations compel certain im-
provements to he effected before trans-
fers can be pranted, and I am quite sure
that the Government know full well now
that they made an error in issuing those
regulations. The difference beiween the
Minister for Lands or.even the Govern-
ment as a whole, and the Premier of
Manitoba is that the latter gentleman
when he made a blunder said that there
had been a elamour for it and then recti-
fied it. Alr. Bath said that there had been
a elamour for his regulafions, that land
had been unfairly selected, and as there
was a traffic in land he was going to put
a stop to it, but in endeavouring to stop a
small percentage who possibly were illeg-
ally traflicking in the land, he caused
a great injustice to be done to a big
majority of the people. We give him
eredit for doing that with the best in-
tentions but when he found that he was
penalising a lot of innocent people and
blocking the progress of settlement, I
would have admired bim if he had ad-

mitted having wmade a mistake and
framed some other regulations which
would have been less harmful. Strong

men who make mistakes clrange their
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views when they recognise ibat they have
fallen into error. It is the only the wealk,
foolish, and incompetent man who fails
to recognise his faulis.

Member :  Strong men do not turn
round and blame other people.

Hon. C. SOMMERS: Let the Minister
for Lands iake the blame on himself if
he has made a mistake, and he must
know now that he has made a mistake.
If he does not know it Le is even more
foolish than I believed him to be. He
should say “In response to public clam-
our we tried the experiment and failed.”’
Perhaps he thinks that a man who never |
admits anything cannot make a failure,
and that it is better to have tried and
failed than never to have fried at all.
Leasehold conditions will never suit
Australia; they are obtainable in old
lands. The men who eome here want
frechold. T think it was the Jate Henry
Ward Beecher who said that a man whe
possessed freehold land felt a joy in the
possession of it that was not equalled by
the possession of any other sort of
wealth. A man might have shares in
companies or have merchandise in stores,
but a piece of land when he holds the
title deeds of it creates a joy and a feel-
ing of satisfaction that no other sort of
wealth “ingpires, and it enables him to
walk over his land and say that he has .
entered inte partnership with the original
creator of the earth. That is how Aus-
tralians want to feel. They want the
freehold. Take our country township
lands under leasehold conditions. I think
that the minimum vental one has to pay
for a small town block is £1 or £2 per
annum, and it is to be re-appraised every
20 years, Blocks of land in eonntry town-
ships, hon. members will agree, are not
worth more than £8 each and the lessee
has to pay £1 a year rental. At Midland
Junetion T held a sale of bloeks of land a
gquarter of an aeve in extent on last
Thursday night, and disposed of a num-
ber for £3 each, and with streets made
around them. When people can buy land
such as that and they are asked to pay
£1 per annum rental in country town-
ships the whole thing is absolute non-
gense. New Zealand has always been
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held up to us as one of the most pro-
gressive countries where leasehold condi-
tions area magnificent success. But what
do we find? The Government have gone
out of office and fthat the new Premier
who is taking charge is going in for a
vigorous policy of land settlement on a
freehold basis. How many have taken
leasehold land there?

Hon. C. A. Piesse:

Hon. ¢, SOMMERS: 1 vemewber the
Honorary Minister Mr. Dodd, twitting me
with trylng Lo wreck the Workers’ Homes
Bill when it was before this House be-
canse I objected to it being made applic-
able to the goldfields. T was one of those
who was partly rvesponsible for the late
Government making this a part of their
policy. T suggested it was a good thing
but who ever drenmed ihat any Govern-
ment would be silly enough to make it
applicable to the goldfields knowing what
we know of the rise and fall of those
places,  Would any business man lend
money on sueh securities as are offered
by the Act? Tf he did so lie would scon
find himself in the Insolvency Court. 1
wonld like o know how many applica-
tions have been received for loans, and
probably I shall ask the guestion as to
how many have been submitted for loans
under the leasehold system and the num-
" ber under freehold, Tt would be infevest-
ing to know this. I think the workers
have as much sense as anvone else,
There may be a brisk demand under the
Ieasehold econditions when the Govern-
ment build the fourteen honses at Fre-
mantle and then perhaps forty or fifty
men who hadly want a house will apply
and the Government will deelare that
these places have been over-applied for.
But give them the opporinnity of taking
the freehold and see huw many appliea-
tions will be fortheoming. We hear a
great  deal about reforms. and one
amending Bill we are promised this ses-
sion will be that to amend the Licensing
Act, one of the provisions of which will
be for the earrving of local option by a
bare majority.  That is in accordance
with the labour plank that majority must
rule. It sounds all right if 500 vote one
wav and 501 the ofher, and that a ma-

None.
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jority of one is to control the isswe! |
have said that the Labour party do not
practise what they preach with regavd
to freehold and leasebald and day labonr
aud contract, and neither do they praclise
what they preach with regard to majority
rule. Tt is one of ithese labour evies
whieh is very handy but it is significani
that in the Labour conventions a bare
majority does not deeide the issne. At
the Hobart conference the Prime Minis-
ter nttended and moved a resolulion
wlich was carried by a majority but not
by ihe requisite majority to make it
binding on the convention.  There is
another maiter that I regret T have (o
refer o, and that is my recent election
te this House. Hon. members who fol-
lowed the controversy between members
of the Ministry and myself will remember
that many hitter, and what I proved ta he
untruthful statements. were made about
me during that election eampaign, both
by the Premier and a good many memhers
of the Seaddan ministry, but T will not
refer to them, being quite content to re-
tain the eonfidence of the majovity «of
members of this House, nud, as the result
of the slection showed, the confidence of
a big majority of the clectors. 1 would
not have referred to the matter at all he-
canse I believe in letting bygones be by-
gones, and many things are said in the
heat of nn election which would nol he
gaid in ealmer moments, T would not
have referred to the subjeet but for the
faet that the Premier is not vet satisfied
that T have compietely vindicated my
character with regard to one subjeet, and
that is the sale of Dalkeith estate. T
ing that election campaign T had access
to the official files. Of course T had ae-
cess to my own files, and no one ¢nuld
have a fuller knowledge of the hapien-
ings on that particular transaetion than
I hnd. And T thought it due to myzelf,
my houour, and my supporters, that I
should deal fully with that matfer at the
big meeting which T held in the Perth
literary Institute. T did deal fully with
it. whieh is more than the Premier and
hiz Ministers have dealt with the charges
T made against them. Some of those
charges have been dealt with in a very
flimsy manner. and have never heen fully
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answered to this day. I am jusi about
tired of these everlasting dirty insinua-
tions. That is strong language to use in
this Chamber, I admit, bat I feel strongly
upon this question. During my twelve
vears in this House I have always en-
deavoured te gain the confidence and es-
teem of my fellow.members, and in my
business eapaecity I am proud to say that
I am trusted by a great number of my
elients, who show no anxiety to take their
business away from me. T say again I
am tired of being attacked by men hold-
ing these high, and what-should be hon-
ourable, positions, and I now challenge
the Government, through the leader of
this House, to appoint a select eommittee
or any board of inquiry, either of mem-
bers of this House ar of independent per-
sons, to make the fullest inquiry into the
Dalkeith estate, and if that board can
show that I have been guilty of anything
even approaching slim praetices, T will
retire from the House immediately. That
is a straight-out challenge. And yet
knowing that T dealt fully with this mat-
ter, the Premier, in an interjection in re-
ply to Mr. Wilson in another place, still
referred to it in a sneering way. Such
an action is not worthy of the Premier;
it may be worthy of Mr. Seaddan, but it
is not worthy of the position he holds. It
is 2 mean and contemptible insinuation,
and I challenge the Government to give
me that inquiry.

ilon. F. Connor : They made charges
against the meat ring.

Hon. C. SOMMERS: The meat ring
cousists of a number of persons. 1 am
not a number, in fact, there is not en-
ough of me to go round. T now want to
refer to something whieh is of a seanda-
lous pnature. I am sorry thai the leader
of the House is not in the Chamber, but
I am sure that the Honorary Minister
will listen to me. This is a matter of
persecution. The members of the Minis-
try did not spare me during the cam-
paign, and T had to hit back pretty hard
in order to make my ecase clear. But ever
gince the election I have been persecuted
by the members of the Government and
they are endeavouring even to this day
to do me an injury, if possible. T was
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prepaved to let bygones be bygones, but
I will tell members what the Government -
are doing. The railway from Wongan
Hills to Mullewa happens to pass throngh
my daughier’s land, which adjoins my
own on the opposite side of the Hills.
The land had been surveyed; in fact the
permanent survey has been eompleted
roughly about eighteen months. That
survey satisties the settlers of the dis-
trict, and we have been promised re-
peatedly that as soon as the rains fell in
May the work would he proceeded with,
The work has not been proceeded with,
but the survey has been altered. A how
has been taken and my daughter’s land
has been left six or seven miles from the
railway.

Hon, F. Connor: Shame.

Hon, C. SOMMERS: That is a fael.
Personally T do not care a great deal.
I took up the land before there was any
railway proposed for the district. T was
50 or 60 miles from Goomalling and I
took up some 40,000 or 50,00 acres for
pastoral purposes withont anticipating
that a railway would eome so soon, so that
I eannot say {hat T have been tobbed in
that way. But when n railway suoits a
majority of the settlers, and the survey
is completgd, I want to know why the
ronte is suddenly deviated to leave out
two politicians—one is an ex-politieian
(Mr. Quinlan) and myself, T wonld not
mind very muoch for imyself, if it werve
not for the position which this action
places my neighbours in. Hon. members
know (his injustice whieh the Govern-
ment have perpetrated, not for the good
of the State, but in ovder to enable this
Government to vent their spleen on me.

Hon. J. F. Cullen : When was the de-
viation made?

Hon. €. SOMMERS : During the
last few weeks. It has been taken out
to my certain knowiledge six miles east-
ward on to barren sand plain infested
with York-road poison. The present
Minister for Works told a neighbour of
mine west of the hills—I may explain
that my land is to the east of the line and
my daughter’s is to the west—that at
one time there was a bhig battle of the
routes, opinion being divided as fo
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whether the line should go to the east of
- the hills or to the west of the hills. I was
not particular which side of the hills it
went, but eventually a compromise was
arrived at by arranging to build the line
to the west of the hills, and to earry it
as far east as possible in order to serve
the settlers to the east. Well, Mr. Johnson
informed mmy neighbour that he had not
anthorised any deviation and that he did
not helieve that there had been any al-
teration. He was assured that the al-
teration had been brought about, and he
replied that it was without his authority.
During the discussion the Engineer-in-
Chief came into the rcom and when
spoken to by Mr. Johnson he said that he
was quite satisfied with the present sur-
vev, but in spite of the statements of the
Fngineer-in-Chief and the Minister for
Works the faet remains that the devia-
tion has heen made. And to suit whom?
T know of only one man who eould have
been responsible for this, but I know
a great many who have been robhed of
their just rights. Thank God, I do not
expect much from this Government, and
I do not-want any faveurs from them,
but I do intend to ask to-morrow for a
select commiftee to inquire into this
seandal, and if I am granted that select
committee T can promise the eountry and
this House some startling information
in regard to the tactics adopted in con-
nection with the alteration of that sur-
vey. Parliament passed a railway, the
survey was completed and approved of by
the people, promises were made from time
to time to various members who waited
on the Minister for Works asking him to
push on with the railway, the work was
promised. and just when it was about
to start the Government suddenly made
this alteration. The route was promised
in a particular direction and yet, without
congulting this House, the Ministry have
perpetrated a political scandal, to harm
a political opponent. Mr Colebateh, Mr.
Wilding, Mr. Hamersley, Mr. Lefroy and
many others know all about this eonntry,
and when the time comes their evidence
will be available to the people. I appeal
now to hon, members to grant me a select
committee when I move for it to-morrow,
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and I will give them some startling infor-
mation.

Hon. J. F. Cullen : Has this line been
authorised by Parliament?

Hon, C. S8OMMERS : Oh, yes, iwo
vears ago. When this became known
the settlers on the west of the hills got
progress associations together and a de-
putation was organised and waited on tie
Minister for Works ten days or a furf-
night ago. The Ainister told the depula-
tion that he would put the matter be-
fore Cabinet and give an answer in the
eourse of a few days. As far as I know,
no answer has been given yet. Unless the
Minister in his reply understands to rein-
state this line on the route surveyed,
I will ask for 2 select committee to in-
quire into this political jobbery. The in-
tention of Parliament has been deli-
herately flouted, apparvently to give a
politieal party in the persons of the pre-
sent Ministry an opportunity to injure
me. One settler to the east of Wongan
Hills has for some considerable time made
no secret of the fact that he knew the
line would go a long way east to serve
his partieular place. I challenge an in-
dependent inguiry,

Hon, R. D, McKenzie:
the name of the settler?

Hon. C. SOMMERS:
and place for everything. We have
heard of spoils to the vietor. I wonld
like the House to listen to this extract
from the TForker, the mouthpiece of the
party whieh preaches the doctrine of
spoils to the victor, This is what they
said in their issue of the 31st May, and
I would remind members that the election
took place on the 14th May—

Why not give

There is a time

The Legislative Council electors of
Wongan Hills recorded one vote for the
Labour candidate and ten for the Lib-
eral. This is a splendid encouragement
for the Government to push on with
sleepers for the Wongan Hills-Mullewa,
railway. Judging by the Wongan Hills
vote sleepers can be locally secured
withont mneh difficulty.

Although it was promised that a start
would be made in May, no start has vet
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been made with the Wongan Hills line.
Regarding the socialistic enterprises to
which I was veferring, namely, meat, fish,
and so on, I venture to say that they will
be a heavy burden on the taxpayers of
the State. The hon. Mr. Walker, in an
unfortunate and infamous utterance he
made in May last—it was wifortunate
that he made it at all, it was unfortunate
that he made it on the 13th May, a day
which some people regard with supersti-
tion, It was on all fours with the un-
fortunate travsaction of Mr. Scaddan
when he took up land on the first of
April—-All Fools’ Day—and transferred
it to Mr. Bath on the 13th. JMvr. Walker,
in an utterance on the night prior to the
Legislative Couneil elections, said people
who had any blood to lose would be bled,
and he predieted extra taxation. The
taxation, State, municipal, and Federal. is
fairly high at the present time. It is get-
ting so high that it is approaching the
breaking point. We do not want these
enterprises which will result in heavy
losses, and which will make it necessary
for the Government to levy additional
taxation. The burden is quite heavy en-
ouzh now for us to carry without having
unnecessary taxation foveed apon us. If
the Government have the welfare of the
people at heart T ask them to pause
in some of these enierprises before it is
too late. If they ceased from dismissing
some of the State civil servants they would
be serving the interests of the country
better than they are doing. There were
civil servants eapable of carrying on their
duties, who for politieal purposes as the
House and country know, have heen sae-
rificed. But a day of reckoning is eom-
ing, and the pnnishment of the Govern-
ment will be sure and heavy. T said when
1 started on the matter of the elections,
that I would be content to allow bygones
to be bygones, and if it had not heen for
interjeetions regarding the Dalkeith es-
tate, I would probably not have had so
much to say. I will let bygones be by-
gones, but I will never forget what hap-
pened during that election. Whatever
my feelings might be, I recognise that I
bave a dnty to perform to the electors
of the Metropolitan Province and to the
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people of the whole State, and I trnst
that T will never forgeil that duty. I pro-
mise the Colonial SBecretary that I will
eriticise his measures when I consider
they need it, but that I will be fair and
give him a sqguare deal, and that I will
do all T ean to forward the interests of
this State.

On motion by Hon. C. A. Piesse, debate
adjourned.

House adjourned at 1047 p.n.

Legislative Elssembly,
Wednesday, 10th July, 1912.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at
4-30 p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—UNIVERSITY APPOINT-
MEXNTS.

Mr. UNDERWOOD asked the Premier:
1, Is it the intention of the University
Senate to advertise for professors and
lecturers in  Australia as well as in
England ¢ 2, Will Aunstralian scholars
be given a chance to teach in our Univer-
sity ?

The PREMIER replied: 1, I am
advised by the Chancellor that the
University Senate has decided to adver-
tise the professorships in the leading



